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Against  tlle  National  Government 

v HARRY  polutts  speech 

3t  the  Seventh  World  Congress 

ovtRADES— The  British  delceadon  „ , 

w*»h  the  historic  report  delivered  to  the  mfr 
(,3  thc  Communist  International  by  Comrade  ll.ndirov^i 
c ks  deep  conviction  that  this  report  and  thf  **  * d 

*gJU  if  toncretdy  applied,  open  out  t*forc  the  vdtokTorkinS 
every  capitalist,  colonial  and  semi-colonial  count™  k* 

2d  entirely  >’c;v  perspective^ of  advance  in  the  struggle  again* 

* ■ dist  attacks,  Fascism  and  War.  It  is  a report  that  S,!ff 
^national  movement  a big  step  forwSd  to  overcoming  Ihc 

created  in  i 9 ' 4 by  «he  war  policy  of  the  Social  Democrats"5 
SpIn  my  speech  on  >e  1.1  of  the  British  delegation  I shall,  after  some 
|nirodnctory  remarks,  deal  briefly  with  the  position  of  the  Com- 
> International  and  the  Second  International,  the  problem" 
Evening  out  the  united  front,  and  then  endeavour  to  show  how 
the  !inc  0 Comrade  yimilrov  s report  and  the  resolution  should  be 
.plied  to  our  special  problems  in  Britain,  and  what  should  con- 
fute the  next  tactical  line  of  the  Communist  Party  of  Great  Britain. 

The  whole  character  ol  the  present  international  situation  makes 
.ijC question  ol  developing  thc  widest  forms  of  united  front  struggle 
,vith  the  revolutionary  working  class  as  its  indestructible  fighting 
rtvre.  the  most  urgent  political  task  before  the  Communist  Imer- 
^Jonal  and  all  its  Sections. 

The  7th  Congress  of  the  Communist  International  has  to  work 
oUt  in  this  situation  a new  application  of  thc  united  from  tactics 
that  can  conform  to  the  varying  conditions  of  thc  different  countries, 
jnd'that  by  their  flexibility  and  concrete  character,  become  the  most 
powerful  weapons  in  breaking  down  the  barriers  that  still  exist  to 
the  development  of  a fighting  united  class  from. 

A general  urge  and  desire  for  unity  was  expressed  throughout  the 
Labour  movement  after  the  German  events,  but  the  concrete  task  of 
realising  the  united  front  in  action,  both  in  thc  Fascist  and  in  the 
democratic  countries,  showed  how  deep  thc  split  created  by  Social 
Democracy  had  gone  and  how  high  the  barriers  were  that  existed 
between  the  organised  Social  Democratic  and  Communist  workers. 

The  7th  Congress  has  to  face  thc  fact  that,  in  spite  of  all  that  the 
Sections  of  thc  Communist  International  have  done  in  building  up 
the  united  front  against  thc  attacks  of  capital  and  the  menace  of 
Fascism  and  War;  in  spite  of  the  successes  that  have  been  achieved 
in  this  direction,  especially  in  France — taking  the  situation  as  a 
wholc — we  are  only  at  the  very  beginning  of  developing  the  kind  of 


broad,  nuAv.  milium*  .ilt-cmlmiung  uniicd  from  tk. 

u h,M ,u  rt'r  oi  the  intcnKiiiart.il  Minutum  ik  numds,  ' \V|ki 

in  i/m  jH'iiod  oJ  matin  ini’  revolutionary  crisis  #i0lj  (>[ 
oj  revolutions  and  wars  when  the  inner  and  external  co  -,lc'v  r°U rul 
of  capitalism  eoniimnllv  sharj^n-  when  a deep  pr,H-^'t|’l<huit^. 
(ionisation  and  ties  tract  ion  of  reformist  illusions  is  rtv°hi^ 

amongst  the  working  class;  when  the  class  struggle  takes  lrhiCc 
and  hither  forms  than  ever  before,  as  seen  u\  Austria  *°V*!atpct 
when  the  influence  and  authority  of  the  Soviet  Union  tlw 
fortress  of  the  world  revolution  amongst  millions  of  t< d U r s ■ 
every  day — in  this  period  great  revolutionary  ixrsnceiiv  ,ricrC;i*i 
Ix-forc  the  whole  working  class,  Cs  °Pcn  out 

Hut  their  realisation  depends  upon  how  effectively 
strengthen  and  develop  the  united  front  movement  ft  lVc  c'«n 

_ _ _ “*  T? ...  1 lL-  I t*  * i * * * tlC  CVrv,.  « 


cnn 

.^peri. 


dice  in  France,  and  the  tremendous  political  influence  nu  pXpCri- 
Party  now  wields,  is  the  most  convincing  demonstration f } nch 
united  front  strengthens  the  working  class  light,  sircnt/il!  1,11  'he 
forces  for  Communism,  leads  to  the  revolution  *L(,cn*  <he 


forces  for  Communism,  leads  to  the  revolutionary  overt  I,  * 
capitalism  and  the  estahlishment  of  Soviet  Power.  ‘°w 

Comrade  Dimitrov  was  a hundred  times  riuht  when  in  u: 
i m i ..  *rL  .p t . , , P ■ "ut-n  in  nis  ari 


‘ of 


last  November  on  " The  Struggle  for  tlie  United  Front  ” hr  , n,clc 
" The  formation  and  strengthening  of  the  united  prole!, ^ 
from  is  now  the  main  fin{  in  the  preparation  of  the  world  p?" 
rarian  revolution.”  Prolc- 

The  Communist  International  and  the 
Second  International 


During  the  fight  to  realise  the  united  front,  initiated  and  led  b 
the  Communist  International,  there  has  unquestionably  been  *' 
striking  growth  in  the  influence  of  the  Communist  Internationa 
amongst  the  workers  of  all  countries,  and  an  equally  striking  decline 
in  the  influence  of  the  Second  International. 

Without  in  any  way  attempting  to  overestimate  the  influence  of 
Social  Democracy,  we  must  nevertheless  recognise  that  immediately 
after  the  German  events  there  was  a strong  tendency  to  believe  tli.it 
Social  Democracy,  especially  in  Germany,  was  finished. 

Many  times  this  was  expressed  in  a crude  way  that  only 
antagonised  Social  Democratic  workers,  who  saw  in  the  coming  to 
power  of  Hitler  the  destruction  and  suppression  of  their  party,  trade 
unions  and  cooperatives,  which  tens  of  thousands  of  serious  and 
honest  workers  had  so  patiently  built  up  through  years  of  self- 
sacrifice  in  the  hope  and  belief  that  they  would  lead  the  way  to 
Socialism. 

In  the  working  out  of  our  tactics  and  our  aim  to  win  the  Social 

Democratic  workers,  we  have  to  take  note  of  this  lesson. 

#■  ■ 
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n.t  there  is  =»  Kcncra]  desirct  fo'  expressing  itself  amongst 
ft-JLs  of  fe  workers,  there  is  still  infusion  and  w3 

wl£|e  ^0ns  as  » hoW  11  L,u.1  1 “i'1  IM*  111  Iir;iuicc-  In  the  couniri« 

c^f  Social  Democracy  is  still  strong,  a,  in  britain,  masses  of 

sbeHeve  that  unity  m the  fight  again,,  capitals, rn  ^n  be”  £ 

**XL i through  the  medium  of  , hc  Social  Democratic  or7Z . 


,llc  workers,  there  is  still  confusion ^ 

1>r3',icc.-  ln  countries 


>^h=  iocial  Democratic  leaders  diston  thc^S^ETn 
>*2bI«  into  a !)□««  conception  of  unity,  of  a belief  in  waiting  for 
^fketions,  a*  opposed  to  the  Ummunms-  conception  of  the  uni  ed 
£nt  of  all  the  workers  and  then  various  organisations,  as  the  in 
££«»'*  ps«  <•(  .he  d,,iy  cb„  ltrugglc. 


all  .he  workers  and  ,hdr  v,„„us  org^S" 

KLiisable  w eapon  in  every  phase  of  the  daily  class  struggle 
d'  The  more  serious-minded  workers  in  the  Second  International  arc 
reali^g  *«  "‘“"J  numbers  that  the  main  obstacle  to  ,hc 
calisAtion  of  du  untied  from  is  the  policy  of  their  old  leaders* 


p'niocratic  Parties  had  already  concluded  united  front  agreements 
with  the  Communist  Parlies,  in  spite  of  the  ban  placed  upon  such 
uTfcemcnis  hy  die  Second  In  ter  national*  I his  was  a break  in  the 
‘£,11  of  opposition,  and  the  Communist  Parties  in  the  countries 
where  such  agreements  have  yet  to  lie  realised  (and  especially  in 
Britain  and  the  Scandinavian  countries)  have  not  made  the  fullest 
m 0f  it  amongst  the  masses  in  the  fight  against  the  Social  Demo- 
cratic leaders’  opposition. 

There  have  been  certain  limitations  in  the  character  of  such  united 
front  agreements,  and  there  have  been  opportunist  distortions  in 
some  cases  in  carrying  them  out,  hut  they  have  given  an  important 
demonstration  of  the  sincere  desire  of  the  Communist  Parties  to 
establish  the  united  from,  even  on  the  most  modest  and  limited  basis, 
and  brought  our  Parties  into  a more  living  and  intimate  contact  with 
workers  still  under  the  influence  of  Social  Democracy  than  has  been 
achieved  before. 

The  Communist  International  again  last  October,  in  connection 
with  the  Spanish  events,  demonstrated  to  the  toilers  of  the  whole 
world  its  unshakable  determination  to  leave  no  stone  unturned  in 
its  efforts  to  support  the  Spanish  workers  in  their  heroic  fight  against 
Fascism,  by  the  character  of  the  appeal  it  made  to  the  Second  inter- 
national for  united  action  in  support  of  the  Spanish  workers. 

The  Second  International  rejected  this  proposal,  but  the  fact  that 
it  was  compelled  to  lift  the  ban  on  any  of  its  affiliated  sections  con- 
cluding united  front  agreements  with  tlie  Communist  Parties,  and 
also  the  Minority  Declaration  made  by  representatives  of  several 
Social  Democratic  Parties  in  favour  of  united  action  with  the  Com- 
munist International,  indicated  the  growing  mass  movement  for  the 


I 


united  from  a ml  the  pressure  it  was  exerting  ujx>„  t|lc  . 
era  tic  leaders.  *3'  !)(„. 

This  Minority  Declaration  with  all  its  limitations,  ;ilKi  . 
mind  that  it  did  not  corrcsjxjml  to  the  actual  deeds  of  c|,  T^rii^  j 
leaders,  was  nevertheless  an  important  political 
ojvtt  breach  that  had  been  made  inside  the  leading  eird  C<J  tlic 
Second  International,  and  the  Communist  Parties  failed*  Ul* 
sufficient  use  of  this  declaration.  to  mai^ 

The  Paris  Conference  of  the  Second  International  w,,s  , 
the  Communist  Parties  as  it  nothing  had  hap|>encd,  as  if  by 

had  taken  place,  with  the  result  that  Ixitli  the  character  of  anK* 

of  the  Cbntnuiiiist  International,  and  its  reactions  inside  th 
of  the  Second  International  itself,  have  already  been  forgot tei!C 
is  precisely  what  the  leaders  of  the  Second  Internation  a’  Vv  ''di 


especially  when  sr>  shortly  afterwards  Vandcrveldc  and  t i,.;  'Vailt, 
two  principal  opponents  oi  me  international  united  front,  ,Ti. T .c 
ably  rewarded  by  their  respective  governments:  Vandcrveldc 
a Minister  in  a capitalist  government  and  Citrine  bcitii?  m 
Knight  of  the  British  Empire-  a c a 

We  must  correct  even  now  this  weakness  in  our  fight  for 
united  from,  and  make  the  fullest  use  ot  the  Paris  Conference  in  \ 
light  <>f  the  changes  that  have  taken  place  since  then* 

This  7th  Congress  of  the  Communist  International  is  he* 
eagerly  followed  by  millions  of  workers  all  over  the  world,  1>V  ^ 
capitalist  enemies,  and  by  the  leaders  of  Social  Democracy,  ' r 
This  Congress,  which  may  be  the  last  before  a nevv  world  w 
breaks  out,  or  new  revolutionary  battles  develop,  is  making  ^ 
united  front  one  of  its  central  questions*  It  is  laying  down  how 
there  can  be  a flew  application  of  united  front  tactics  for  a corv 
siderable  period  ahead  for  all  its  Sections  in  the  capitalist  countries 

It  is  doing  this  when  the  horrors  of  the  last  world  war  are  Heine 
sharply  remembered  on  the  occasion  of  the  21st  anniversary  of  the 
outbreak  of  that  war.  We  all  recognise  we  arc  living  in  an  eve  of 
war  situation.  We  all  recognise  how  rapidly  the  capitalists  arc  pre* 
paring  for  the  new  war* 

How  ‘ong  before  the  new  world  war  starts?  This  is  the  thought 
dominating  the  minds  of  millions  of  humanity. 

And  because  of  this  fact,  the  British  delegation  welcomes  that 
part  of  the  Resolution  where  it  states; 

**  The  7th  Congress  of  the  Communist  International  considers 
that  unity  of  action  is  an  urgent  necessity  and  also  the  surest  way 
to  bring  about  the  political  unity  of  the  proletariat,  and  on  behalf 
of  all  Sections  of  the  Communist  International  declares  that  they 
are  ready  to  begin  immediate  negotiations  with  the  corresponding 
Sections  of  the  Second  International  to  bring  about  the  unity  of 
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ibe  *0 

1 * - ■ 1 


,llc  1,,T'r'"iv<  of  capital, 

. »*•  fiL2SSS!*,2!5“5  «*!  ““!  .hi  .he 


'IT  Assn  anu  ami  likcw  se  that  the 

KSIjM*  International  ,i  f,rcpared  tvith  ^ ^ ™ 

r lllto  negotiations  With  the  Second  International  ” 

i lead  r:,n\c?£c™  %tztfu'ngr' ol  ,hc 

V"  lional  will  recent  * B*-«  volume  of  supty.n  in  cvcrv 
organisation.  1 he  Second  International  i*  not  i,t  a rJiiion 
*fgj«h?  answer  agam  ilia*  u made  at  the  Paris  <>mfcrcn£  Thc 
‘^lign  for  ihc  buddmg  u,,  of  ,h,  united  from  i„  lhc  capital 
***%&,  alongside  the  campaign  for  «s  realisation  on  an  intcr- 

^tional  *c;llc’  ,n,n}i  l-°  ,t%  slll'!wir'  big  actions  of  working  men 
fl3\  womcn  who  arc  hoping  that  such  a lead  will  lie  given  hv  this 

*°l  Congrcss- 

7 A[  the  same  time  it  needs  to  he  emphasised  that  whilst  such  arv 
' ches  at  the  top  are  important  experience  has  shown  that  only 
‘1 T most  stubborn  anti  patient  work  in  establishing  ,hc  united  front 
*nh  the  Socia  Democratic  workers  it,  the  factories,  trade  unions 
nd  working  class  localities,  gives  the  final  guarantee  for  the  over- 
coming  of  the  opposition  of  the  Social  Democratic  leaders. 

3foadening  Out  the  United  Front 

We  have  now  such  rich  experiences  in  our  fight  to  build  up  the 
united  front  that  if  they  arc  carefully  noted  we  can  avoid  many 
mistakes  made  in  the  past  and  eradicate  present  weaknesses  in  our 
work.  lhus  strengthening  the  whole  class  character  of  the  united 
front,  and  at  the  same  time  winning  into  active  participation  im- 
nortant  sections  of  the  petty  bourgeoisie. 


Especially  must  we  combat  the  tendency  to  generalisation  in  the 
carrying  through  of  the  fight  lor  the  united  front;  we  must  take  into 
account,  in  the  formulation  of  our  tactics,  slogans  and  organisa- 
tional forms,  the  actual  concrete  situation  that  obtains — not  only  in 
the  country  as  a whole,  but  in  every  factory,  industry,  trade  union 
and  working  class  locality. 

We  arc  too  content  to  believe  we  can  easily  win  the  support  of  the 
workers  by  a general  appeal  for  the  united  front  against  the  attacks 
of  capital,  fascism  and  war.  Alongside  this,  the  question  of  the 
united  from  is  often  placed  in  an  abstract  way,  and  unity  looked 
upon  as  a thine  in  itself.  Whereas,  if  we  take  as  our  starting  point 
the  fact  that  the  united  front  is  the  class  front  of  the  workers,  draw- 
ing all  into  the  common  action  to  defend  their  wages  and  conditions, 
their  unemployment  benefits,  their  rights  and  liberties,  their  fight 
against  rapacious  landlords,  to  defend  their  trade  unions  and  co- 
operatives, that  it  is  to  protect  their  homes  and  families  from 
horrors  of  Fascism  and  War— if  we  can  get  it  understood  in  this 


light,  thru  we  dull  -<">»  **  improvement  it.  CvCry 

united  trout  w-*»vity.  1 la*  „f 

Wc  must  learn  to  utilise  every  npjH.M unit  v to  get  War. 

together  on  .my  issue.  Imwcvcr  mpareruly  “ small,*1  ;iv  ..tr';»c(in 

linking  this  up  with  the  J.irgei  j*oliii«.il  1^110,  .is  a who]*.  T'l"1*  <*f 


till'  uj'  vs  IMJ  [ Whole  I t 1 rif 

mind  how  in  i -oridon  one  local  organisation  t.i  the  Cotnrriu  • Vc  >«i 
acted  jointly  with  the  local  Labour  Party  mi  the  l’any 

, losing  of  a children’s  playground  (the  children  being  fttf  ”j  ,,f  tl.c 
in  the  streets,  with  all  its  attendant  dangers).  Oiir  conir  , j *°  P^y 
able,  through  this  campaign,  to  break  down  many  harVi  Wcrc 
existed  between  the  CkunmuniM  and  Labour  Party  Worker*^' 
earn  forward  the  united  front  on  other  wider  political  jwi,c  ’ <u 
Another  example  on  this  same  question  of  safety  for  chil  l 
the  streets  is  where  a Communist  local  in  the  Hast  Hud  0j  . rtl1  in 
described  a particularly  dangerous  road  as  " The  Death  1<.0 
Children."  The  phrase  caught  on.  Thousands  of  workers  % ^0f 
petitions  for  increased  safety  precautions,  local  Ward  Commit! ‘^cd 
the  La!x>ur  Party  were  drawn  into  the  light,  hie  mcetin,..^ 
organised;  and  in  this  was  mass  supjKirt  was  won  lor  more  cfle  - 
ji.iriictpution  of  the  workers’  organisations  mi  other  issues.  Ct,Vc 

WE  CAN  WIN  NEW  ALLIES 
The  light  against  the  cutting  down  of  unemployment  relief  ' 
Britain  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  greatest  mass  united  front  fj„kn 
the  country  lias  yet  seen;  it  also  forcibly  demonstrated  how  nc[* 
allies  can  be  won  lor  the  united  front  against  the  worsening  of  th 
workers’  conditions.  This  was  particularly  evident  in  South  Wales' 
where  not  only  every  Miners'  Lodge  and  Local  and  Divisional 
Labour  Parties  were  drawn  into  the  struggle,  but  every  teacher 
doctor,  shopkcejKT  and  clergyman.  1 

Why?  Because  the  teachers  and  doctors  not  only  feel  their  work 
to  l>c  hard  enough  owing  to  the  existing  poverty  and  malnutrition 
but  also  because  the  very  character  of  their  work  brings  them  in  such 
close  contact  with  the  workers’  conditions.  They  sec  what  capitalism 
is  doing  to  the  workers,  and  also  how  it  limits  and  stultifies  social 
and  cultural  development.  I bis  whole  process  and  experience 
makes  increasing  numbers  of  them  realise  that  their  fight  also  lies 
alongside  the  working  class,  and  they  are  therefore  won  for  participa- 
tion tn  such  struggles  as  the  fight  against  the  1 Unemployment  Act  of 
the  National  Government. 

This  gives  opport unities  for  closer  contact,  conversation  and  dis- 
cussion with  such  people  on  the  whole  line  of  policy  that  the 
National  Government  is  carrying  out;  it  demonstrates  to  them  the 
growing  j tower  of  the  workers,  which  in  this  instance  forced  the 
National  Government  to  make  substantial  concessions  to  the  un- 
employed. It  gives  opportunities  for  advancing  the  whole  line  of  the 
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C^’uontaci  and  who  are  generally  hostile  to  Communism. 
JgZ  in  (he  degree  that  the  ^-rmnunisi  Panics  .rmu.c  and 
owl  aenifl^t  starwimm  and  malnuiriiu.n  u-ai 


„i,t  P'rty  amongst  people  with  whom  we  have  had  little 
nV„.r.ct  and  who  are  generally  hostile  m 


antes  initiate  and  lead 


Aggies  against  starvation  and  malnutrition  will  such  sections 

•UCt  3v'l;i,io1’  * rC;‘  y V ^ri  US  in  °Ur  r*Rh«  agains, 

and  be  increasingly  ready  to  go  forward  with  us  to  realise 


(Sp11  nluiionary  aims. 

<£  winning  «f  f **,,ons  <*  'he  population,  together  with 
.firmer*’  agncultural  workers  and  all  those  who  are  against  any 
,h  Jiction  of  What  arc  described  as  democratic  rights.”  all  thov 
reho  hate  and  fear  war,  Winning  these  as  allies  in  the  united  from 

„feclc.  is  vital  for  tl?C.C?mn; 11 111,1  Rini«  ■>"'!  const itutes  one  of 
st  jmporumt  political  tasks. 

fc  also  necessary  to  take  more  careful  note  of  the  process  of 
j,rfcrCiiu;iiion  that  is  taking  place  inside  the  Social  Democratic 
dl  lies,  the  iradc  unions  and  Co  operative  Movement- 
^Thc  question  was  raised  in  a very  timely  way  in  an  article  in  the 
CQnun**nist  l”ternational  maga/mc,  where  it  was  stated: 

**  Under  these  conditions  of  the  crisis  of  Social  Democracy,  we 
cannot  assert  that  every  Social  l )cmoer;it  making  a ^cp  to  the  Left 
is  only  manoeuvring.  We  must  make  a distinction  now  between 
the  * Left  * Social  Democrats  in  inverted  commas  and  those  who 
arc  genuinely  Left."  ("  From  Stabilisation  to  the  Second  Round 
of  Revolutions  and  Wars/'  C.L  Magazine-) 

There  is  without  question,  within  the  ranks  of  the  organisations 
referred  to*  a great  process  of  disillusionment  going  on  at  the  whole 
rtolicY  0(  class  collaboration  of  Social  Democracy,  There  is  a greater 
readiness  to  argue  and  discuss  questions  of  policy  and  line  of  f;ght 
with  the  Communists,  where  previously  the  bitterest  hostility  pre- 

vailed. 

Especially  is  this  so  with  the  lower  officials  of  these  organise 
lions  They  arc  brought  into  closer  contact  with  the  effects  of 
capital  policy  and  how  the  line  of  the  Social  Democratic  leaders 
has  disorganised  the  workers’  fight  against  it;  they  feel  the  mood  of 

the  masses  more  strongly  than  their  leaders. 

The  winning  of  such  workers  and  lower  officials,  making  a 
r-lear  line  of  differentiation  between  their  sincere  desire  to  move  to 
the  Left,  and  both  the  open  reactionary  leaders  and  “ Left  leaders 
who  only  use  demagogic  phrases  to  deceive,  must  now  lie  more  con- 
vincingly undertaken.  imiwtanee  of 

We  cannot  continue  to  lump  them  all  alike.  I he  l 

winning  such  lower  officials  is  very  great. 

The  av crane  trade  union  branch  nr  tenet  secretary  wields  set, 

• n™„?.  He  is  the  person  whom  the  members  consult  on  a 

tSStSSt*  *£*-  K as  waSes,  compensation,  unemploy 


ment  and  sicfcno*  benefits.  I lis  advice  on  economic 

questions  is  often  accepted  without  mievtion.  If  in  Uritai,,  

only  win  .1  few  hundred  of  such  workers  u>  support  tin-  ,„)i|c! 
it  would  make  an  cnonnuti'  difference  i<>  tin-  whole  quest  Jo* 
velopi ng  the  mass  fight  and  the  mass  movement.  n of  de! 

Similarly  with  secretaries  of  local  Social  Democratic  orp3n- 
and  Trades  Councils  and  shop  stewards.  1 hey  represent  in'***0*1' 
wavs  workers  for  the  Caxiiniuttist  Parties  to  win,  ’ j . j 
flexibility  in  our  tactics  anti  especially  our  application  of  iKom  tT1rire 
more  comradely  approach,  with  more  expressions  of  rcadi'n'V|,!l  3 
work  with  such  workers  ujx>n  issues  that  they  are  parti -^V  to 
iritercstetl  in,  we  can  win  them  for  the  united  front.  ' ,l'jrly 


Winning  the  Youth 

Equally  important  for  the  Communist  Parties,  jn  fac{ 

obligatory  task,  is  the  question  of  winning  the  youth  into  fflc  n 30 

active  and  enthusiastic  support  for  the  united  front.  0iI 

The  vouth  to-day  are  not  only  the  most  cruelly  exploited  sect' 

if  thc  working  class,  they  arc  menaced  more  by  Fascism  and  \y 

than  any  other  section  of  the  papulation.  nr 

What  rhe  Italian  youth  are  just  now  experiencing  in  Ahyssini;i  js 

salutary  reminder  of  the  dangers  confronting  the  young  workers ,a 

other  capitalist  countries.  ln 

Never  before  has  so  much  effort  been  made  to  win  ideological  in 

flucncc  over  thc  young  workers.  Every  capitalist  and  reform!;! 

party  is  seeking  to  win.  and  then  abuse  lor  their  own  purposes  the 

confidence  of  thc  young  workers. 

Thc  hundred  and  one  wavs  in  which  through  clubs,  scouts 
, . . . 0 , . * M,:*>  sPOrt 

leagues,  cinemas,  training  centres,  attempts  arc  being  made  to 
across  cunning  propaganda  for  " Our  Country  and  Flag,"  is  beinp 
grossly  underestimated  by  die  Communist  Parties,  and  especially  by 
the  Communist  Parry  of  Great  Britain.  ‘ ' 

We  arc  all  apt  to  forget  two  important  factors  upon  which  the 
war-mongers  and  Fascists  make  full  play.  First,  that  a generation 
has  grown  up  that  knows  nothing  about  the  horrors  and  miseries  of 
rhe  last  world  war.  Secondly,  that  a generation  has  grown  up  in  a 
number  of  the  principal  capitalist  countries  that  has  never  known 
what  it  is  to  have  a job,  or  that  has  only  blind  alley  employment. 

Where  the  young  workers  have  been  won  for  thc  united  front 
struggle  or  for  the  Young  Communist  League,  they  have  shown 
themselves  to  he  amongst  thc  most  militant  and  courageous  fighters. 

The  Communist  International  and  all  its  Sections  must  give  much 
more  support  to  the  Young  Communist  International  and  its 
Sections.  In  this  matter,  the  Communist  Parties,  and  especially  the 
Party  leaders,  must  follow  thc  example  set  by  Comrade  Stalin  and 
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• , party  of  the  Soviet  Union  ■„  .1. 

/-„rrttnu»,M.  * * ; . , ...  ^ ,'*n  I tic  attention  thev 

,hc  (U  the  Y.CLof  the  Soviet  Union,  ^ 

10*  important  ,vUl’  1,1  ll,ls  direction  would  l*  ii  the  paft:, 
A “.'one  every  phase  of  the  untied  front  camm,n„  ' .."IT 


are 


A «r-‘„  every  phase  of  the  united  front  ra",cs  m 

consideration  the  problem*  and  dcmaPndfofT  youJe 

irr‘Xjr;,C  m t ,C  c;,mW*  11  cannot  any  C"r 
rfgv  thc  Young  Communist  Leagues,  it  is  our  dlUv  ZUSSL 


tiuty  10  lead  the 


Kf  ii  l*  ,rt,c  ,h;‘l  lhc[c  ,s  Vn.rcsl  d"f  discontent  amongst  the  adult 

J[al  Democratic  workers  u is  doubly  true  of  the  young  work-  in 
\ , youth  organisations  of  thc  Social  Democratic  Parties,  Youth  is 
so  susceptible  to  the  propaganda  of  » wait  1.11  the 


■ — & s in 

‘antes.  Youth  is 
the  elections  it 


iiave  , , , , i-arucs  (Jo 

L more  effectively  show  the  way  forward  through  which  the  young 

workers’  demands  can  be  achieved;  ,f  they  do  no,  fight  for  ihc  ri.hu 
0{  the  young  workers  m the  factories  and  trade  unions,  if  *hcy  do 
n0t  relate  these  things  to  the  light  for  the  overthrow  of  capitalism 
nd  show  the  glorious  future  tor  young  workers  in  the  epoch  of 
Socialist  Construction,  then  we  leave  thc  way  wide  open  for  the  war- 
mongers and  Fascists  to  influence  the  young  workers  with  their 
jingoism  and  Fascist  demagogy. 

Especially  is  it  necessary  to  combat  jingoism  amongst  thc  youth 
and  to  destroy  the  slanderous  canard  that  “ thc  Communists  are 
friends  of  every  country  hut  their  own."  There  is  now  more  need 
than  ever  to  popularise  thc  history  of  our  own  country  and  recall  all 
:!te  great  traditions  and  names  that  have  been  associated  in  the  past 
in  the  fight  for  progress  and  the  fight  for  democratic  rights.  We  must 
prove  that  we  love  our  country  so  well,  that  our  lives  arc  dedicated 
to  removing  all  the  black  spots  on  its  name — to  removing  poverty, 
unemployment  and  thc  bloody  oppression  of  colonial  peoples. 

Nowhere  more  than  in  England  docs  the  bourgeoisie  use 
jingoism  and  patriotism  to  justify  and  increase  its  exploitation  and 
subjugation  of  other  peoples,  and  first  of  all  thc  British  people  them- 
selves. _ 

We  must  show  that  thc  working  class  is  thc  true  custodian  of 

thc  honour  and  rights  of  thc  British  people,  and  that  it  alone  can 
abolish  the  effects  of  years  of  conquest  and  material  and  mental  en- 
slavement of  the  British  people,  and  destroy  thc  causes  of  the  present 
justified  hostility  of  Indian,  African.  Egyptian  and  Irish  peoples,  by 
ensuring  fullest  support  in  all  their  present  struggles  and  assisung 
in  their  revolutionary  struggle  for  complete  liberation  from  British 

^Thif  must  be  our  reply  to  the  Silver  Jubilee  propaganda  of  the 
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National  Government  mk*  the  in tg<»  deni.ig„Ry  Qf 
h rook*  and  Rolhcfmercs  and  Motleys. 

Wc  must  fill  (he  young  worker*  t-qiccuilly  with  such  , | 
thoitc  who  have  dc*|*»il<-<l  our  country  and  enslaved  ,|s  l Mf«d  of 
fMirul.tcion  and  colonial  peoples  that  they  will  give  to  ,},e  .^J^g 
struggle  against  Fascism  ami  \\  ar  all  the  re  volutin, m “^Cri* 
ardom  and  daring  that  is  symmjmous  with  youth  ami  tL'0**^, 
ixmcrftil  blows  against  jingoism  and  !,„•  prolctari  S’nitc 

nationalism.  tf- 

Against  the  bourgeois  jingoism  associated  with  |Htt 
bandits  and  imperialist  conquerors,  against  their  bloody  Wat"1|Ctr*’ 
Sedans,  Verdun*,  (he  Communists  must  cotnucrjKJsc  tju-  he '*****' 
the  past  and  present — Licbknccht  and  Luxembourg,  Leni  * af 
Stalin,  Dimitrov  and  Thuclmann,  the  heroes  of  the  Chelyuski1 
other  Soviet  heroes  now  blazing  new  triumphs  for  Socialism  *' 

WOMEN  AND  TUI : UNITED  FRONT 

Especially  now  also  does  the  question  of  winning  women  woru 
and  women  from  the  ranks  of  the  petty  bourgeoisie  become  do  n* 
important  and  new  methods  must  he  worked  out  to  draw  them  ‘ * 
active  co-operation  with  the  male  workers  in  ail  struggles  0 
the  worsening  of  conditions,  and  against  Fascism  ;md  W ar.  1 

It  is  a commonplace  that  the  working  women  arc  the  most  cruell 
exploited  and  that  lor  them  both  Fascism  and  War  bring  a tcrribl" 
menace.  But  we  insufficiently  realise  the  power  that  can  he  brought 
to  the  united  front  by  women  workers,  who  arc  amongst  the  nios! 
militant  sections  of  the  working  class. 

This  stands  out  more  clearly  than  ever  before,  after  the  class  battles 
in  Austria  and  Spain  and  the  big  mass  movements  in  France  and 
Britain  in  which  women  have  taken  a particularly  important  part. 

It  we  made  a careful  analysis  of  who  is  most  active  in  the  various 
peace  movements  that  exist,  wc  should  find  that  the  majority  are 
women.  Similarly  in  Labour  Farty  Women’s  Sections,  in  certain 
trade  unions  and  in  the  Co-operative  Guilds,  wc  shall  find  an  in- 
creasing revolt  taking  place  against  the  whole  policy  of  class 
collaboration  of  the  Labour  leaders. 

Therefore,  in  the  working  out  of  our  programmes  and  demands 
upon  which  the  united  front  movement  is  organised,  wc  must  pay 
particular  attention  to  formulating  them  in  such  a way  as  to  attract 
the  widest  numbers  of  working  women  and  others  who  arc  against 
Fascism  and  War. 

m 

We  wish  to  emphasise  that  this  point  is  not  being  made  just  for 
the  sake  of  making  a reference  to  the  question,  but  because  if  wc 
can  organise  women's  hostility  to  poverty,  Fascism  and  War  in  a 
common  front,  it  means  a big  strengthening  of  the  whole  working 


We  a.so  u w «„c  :,„cntion 

At#  V*  ti,c  Communist  Parties  to  the  eon,,t„r . , VOmeri  com- 

* which  prevails  very  largely  j,i  their  nnk^lv  W°rk  amontf 

"■°h  contempt  would  help  to  win  the  women  workers^  IT?*?1 
jtid*  C:tctJ  front  movement.  kt  u ‘‘,r  activity  in 

realisation  of  this  fight  t«  broaden  out  ,K,  ■ . , 

Jie  IO  make,‘t  “^bracing  in  Sl,ck  a wa^h?t"K  fr°™ 

a w«uDPOf**  n0t  <l,llv  lhc  organised  wcrV.r.  l b 1n  Wln 

5j*r  ,is-  JrasiZi* 

SSS**— of  lca,'cnl,i|’  m"'c  ;c 

vcr  bct^rc* 

If  wc  can  rapidly  adapt  our  tactics  to  the  chnn-,;«  • 

,rc  continually  arising;  correctly  formulate  sWans^tS^^S 
Jorrespond  to  the  rcqmrcmcntlof  the  situation  a£d  the  burnfneS 
of  the  workers,  slogans  for  the  realisation  of  which  ftwy  Lrk« 

will  f**1  that  hc  tnuSl  f,Shl:  ,f  w<=  are  not  hesitant  \P,U  - 

*g>'!  *“  ”rc  °ut  of  ,hM1d°  ™ Wly  ,hc 
Communist  I antes,  whilst  avoiding  opportunist  mistakes,  display  a 
cre3ter  readiness  to  take  the  plunge;  if  wc  strengthen  by  every  con 
livable  way  our  contact  w.th  the  masses,  making  it  more  imima?e 
and  binding;  if  wc  more  quickly  develop  new  leading  forces  fear- 
lessly promoting  to  the  leading  positions  those  who  in  the  mass 
struggle  arc  producing  the  best  results,  and  use  their  experiences  for 
higher  leading  work,  if  in  deals  we  prove  to  the  workers  that  we  arc 
the  best  leaders  and  fighters  for  the  defence  of  their  daily  interests 
and  relate  this  to  our  main  slogan— Soviet  Power  and  our  funda- 
mental principles — wc  shall  soon  see  after  this  yth  Congress  a 
speedy  improvement  in  all  forms  of  our  daily  activity  and  be  able  to 
realise  the  decisions  of  the  7th  Congress  in  practice. 

The  United  Front  Against  Fascism  in  Britain 
and  the  Tasks  of  the  C.P.G.B. 

The  Communist  Party  of  Great  Britain  has  now  a great  responsi- 
bility both  to  the  British  working  class  and  the  whole  Communist 
International,  because  of  the  leading  position  in  world  politics, 
occupied  by  British  imperialism,  and  the  fact  that  the  British  Labour 
leaders  now  represent  the  vanguard  of  the  opposition  to  the  united 
front  in  Britain  and  within  the  Second  International. 

* 

TENDENCIES  TOWARDS  FASCISM  IN  BRITAIN 

We  can  only  speak  of  there  being  tendencies  towards  Fascism  in 
Britain  so  far  as  the  policy  of  the  ruling  class  as  expressed  in  the  line 


of  if*  National  Government  is  concerned.  Nc veri Kcle 
tcmloru  ic*  .lie  %i^nitU\m(.  and  (he  measure  *jf  w\im  , .,n  t. 
as  (he  difficulties  of  British  imperialism  increase,  iUl\i y fciHow 
rapidly  organise  the  united  front  in  Britain.  ‘ e^n 

The  jtolicy  of  the  National  Government  K itU'i-cuMni*ly  i 
(awards  strengthening  the  executive  and  s'* k* reive  app.n  ,|U^  l,cc*td 
Slate  (its  milir.u  ivitian  «»t  the  police*  increased  jhiHcc  ixnv  *^lc 
public  meetings)  limitation  of  working  class  rights  of  frcc  tr* 
especially  at  Lalvnir  Hxcliangrs,  limitation  ot  rights  , 4 l(^CcK 
propaganda  (Scdiiittn  Act)*  and  the  extension  of  extra  par| iumcn*** 
authorities  with  administrative  jx>\vci*  over  wide  sections 
workers,  institution  of  training  camps  and  semi  military  di^il  r*  lc 
as  provided  for  in  the  new  Unemployment  Act.  These  arc  all  ^ 
development*  of  the  power*  previously  existing  in  the  I >cfcnr  ^ 
the  Realm  At  u die  Kmergcncy  Powers  Act  and  the  procedure  kn^ 
as  Orders  in  Council,  and  considerably  increase  the  icnreA  ** 


measures  which  can  lie  directed  against  the  working  class. 


p*cui¥e 


Alongside  (his  policy  of  the  National  Government  there  has  J 
vcloped  since  1932  an  open  Fascist  Party,  with  all  the  ateoinp.ihyjnC 
semi-military  formations,  known  as  the  British  Union  of  Fascist  [ H 
by  Moilcy,  anti  lavishly  supj>oned  by  finance  capital.  * C 

The  Mosley  Fascist  organisation,  with  its  lull-blooded  advocacy 
of  German  Fascism,  has  conducted  considerable  propaganda  w hich 
has  met  with  tremendous  hostility  from  the  working  class,  that  has 
undoubtedly  struck  this  movement  heavy  blows,  and  so  far  j)f'c 
vented  Moslev  from  establishing  any  sort  ot  mass  social  basis. 

The  British  ruling  class  hold  Mosley  in  reserve  while  the  National 
Government  c.irries  through  its  preparatory  work,  by  its  takin- 
advantage  of  the  mass  hatred  of  Fascism  ns  expounded  by  Mosley,  |q 
present  its  own  policy  as  upholding  all  the  traditions  of  Hritish 
democracy. 

The  great  weakness  of  the  light  against  Fascism  in  Britain  is  that 
it  is  seen  largely  as  a fight  against  Mosley.  The  tendencies  towards 
Fascism,  developed  in  the  policy  of  the  National  Government,  are 
not  seen  as  a vital  danger  that  makes  it  imperative  to  defeat  this 
government.  The  Labour  leaders  hear  a heavy  responsibility  for  this 
dangerous  situation.  We  need  to  ceaselessly  remind  the  whole 
working  class  movement  of  the  line  of  German  capitalism  and 
German  social  democracy  before  Hitler  came  to  power,  ft  is 
portent  to  recall  time  and  time  again  the  slogan  published  across  the 
front  page  of  the  " Vorwaerts  " in  Germany  a few  days  before 
Hitler  came  to  power  in  January,  1933,  " Germany  is  not  Italy." 

British  lot  hour  leaders  to-day  are  never  tired  of  saying  that 
"Britain  is  not  Germany."  The  moral  must  be  made  obvious  to 
rvery  British  worker. 


iz 


LEADERS  AND  FASCISM 


*S0*  and  thul  I:lsclsm  cannot  develop  m°ilSna  ^ M°*’Cy 

**!S5  *-  difficulties  of  British  imperial  ?SL  .. 


V**;.  at,itudc  of  the  Labour  leader,,  U)th  toward,  r • 
T**1 * -fj  0f  die  N -tioii  d Government  and  ajMinu 

t^'vulady  dangerous.  They  have  done  everything  in  2 fa*cwn’. 

*tS^aL  and  'TT  *?  n?hl  aK‘“ n«  M.ili'pfSS 

and  dial  Fascism  cann«  develop^,,  JJK  a ,l,“  M«dcy 

agfTf.W  difficult  .(  British  imperial  £££  ,h  . 
!radi<-fi°ns  sharPe,n>  ?nd  lilc  mass  movement  aeai™ 

more  powerful  with  the  cvcr-incrr  I'1  capitalism 

It1?’? i ruling  class  will  intensify  all  their  reDrf  ^ *°  war*  l^c 

:r.*rkin/clas,,  and  advaj 

Pasdsm.  Any  a.tcmpts  lo  lull  the  vigilance  of  the  w<2kinTda» 
fight  therefore  at  once  renders  imponant  services  to  its  class  enemy 

SXPERIENCES  IN  BUILD  IMG  THE  UNITED  FRONT 


In  the  fight  to  develop  the  united  front  movement  in  Britain  the 
Communist  Party  has  had  many  varied  experiences  and  succeeded 
on  occasions  in  mobilising  large  sections  of  the  working  class  undS 
the  banner  of  the  united  front  in  active  struggle  agrinst  the  National 

Government. 

The  united  front  movement  on  a militant  mass  basis  reached  its 
highest  point  in  the  beginning  of  this  year  in  the  fight  against  the 
National  Government  s Uncmnlovmcnt  Art 


jvjationa 


The  fight  reached  its  greatest  point  in  South  Wales.  In  many  of 
the  mining  valleys  the  majority  of  the  population  marched  in  the 
demonstrations  not  once,  but  many  times  during  the  first  three 
months  of  this  year.  Practically  every  trade  union  branch.  Labour 
Party,  Co-operative  organisation  and  the  Churches,  traders  and  in- 
tellectuals, took  part  in  the  united  front  activity  in  the  mining 
valleys.  Labour  M.P.s  and  trade  union  leaders  (like  Ernest  Bevin) 
who  had  led  the  fight  against  the  Communists,  spoke  on  united  front 
platforms  for  fear  of  losing  their  influence  with  the  masses.  The 
majority  of  the  Miners’  Lodges  in  the  South  Wales  coalfield  were  in 
favour  of  a one-day  protest  strike.  But  the  reformist  leaders  refused 
to  consider  this,  and  prevented  measures  being  taken  to  organise 
strike  action. 

Even  after  the  retreat  of  the  National  Government  the  struggle 
continued  on  a high  level  in  South  Wales  for  the  complete  with- 
drawal of  the  Unemployment  Act.  Councils  of  Action  were  estab- 
lished in  most  of  the  mining  valleys,  embracing  all  working  class 
organisations  and  the  vast  majority  of  the  population.  The  Com- 
munists were  recognised  as  the  driving  force  in  the  campaign — 
expressed  in  the  fact  that  the  Party  membership  increased  three 
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irui  tUc  Oimmimist  vote  m the  municipal  v\Vl§: 
doubled.  In  die  Rhondda  the  heart  of  the  South  '‘^rU 

field— (he  Party  membership  increased  almost  fo„r  ,j„  a| ,Cs  coaf. 
Communist  vote  in  the  municipal  elections  was  So  |Jcr  ’and  lllc 
LaNiiir  vote,  with  several  new  Communist  cmnu  il|„rs  bejn  * of  ,|le 


LaNuir  vote,  wan  «.**  » _ *■<  t|,c 

lit  such  .«  favourable  situaiinn,  how  was  it  f,f  clee'ed. 

formist  leaders  to  prevent  strike  act  ion?  Why  Was  the  p.  ‘ *c  re- 
.dilc  to  carry  the  struggle  forward  a static  further  to  brinu  **'» 
National  Government?  The  mam  reason  lor  this  was  ihc  , ’u  j'  'He 
to  relv  on  the  spontaneous  mass  feeling  and  indiunatir  U,<cicv 
m,S.  the  enthusiasm  of  .he  mas,  ’ ® « Ih, 
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at  the  same  time  winning  the  trade  union  branches  and  t'|,<1,0ut 
ployed  workers  to  carry  out  the  slogan  of  strike  action  as  di  ' Cnv 
stage  in  the  light.  There  was  instead  «a  prevalent  idea  that  d 
called  Councils  of  Action  had  full  authority  to  call  strike  acti  **■ 
usurp  the  function  of  the  trade  unions,  Thcv  were  reg  ird^*}  10 
many  comrades  as  something  akin  to  Soviets.  Blit  while  th-T  • 
called  Councils  of  Action  were  adopting  resolutions  in  favour  -** 
onc-day  strike,  the  reformist  leaders  carried  out  their  propaganda  • 
the  trade  union  branches  and  among  the  employer!  workers  'n 
strike  aclion.  This  entirely  wrong  conception  bv  the  Comniun-1^ 
led  to  the  complete  neglect  of  carrying  out  the  essential  lask'  '■ 
winning  the  trade  union  branches  and  the  employed  workers  an,i 
enabled  the  reformist  leaders  to  prevent  the  further  development  of 
the  struggle. 

Hut  the  whole  mass  movement  grew  so  strong  that  finally  thc 
National  Government  was  forced  to  make  the  most  important  con 
cessions  in  the  application  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  which  they  had 
prepared  for  years  and  which  they  looked  upon  as  a vital  part  of  their 
offensive  against  the  working  class.  It  was  a victory  for  united  clay 
action. 

But  our  Party  failed  to  prevent  the  concessions  that  were  won  from 
leading  to  a dampening  down  of  the  mass  movement;  wc  ourselves 
developed  a feeling  of  self-satisfaction  at  the  victory  that  had  been 
achieved,  and  did  not  find  the  next  fink  in  the  chain  that  would 
enable  the  spirit  of  victory  that  was  prevalent  in  the  working  class 
movement,  to  take  the  struggle  to  a higher  stage  against  the  National 
Government. 

The  campaign  against  the  attempt  to  deprive  Communists  of 
their  democratic  rights  in  the  trade  unions,  as  outlined  in  the  docu- 
ment known  as  the  " Black  Circular,”  has  met  with  striking  success. 
It  has  been  closely  connected  with  our  united  front  tactics,  and  up 
to  date  some  of  the  most  important  trade  unions  in  the  country, 
representing  a membership  of  1,111,695,  have  refused  to  operate 
this  “ Black  Policy  ” of  the  Trade  Union  Congress. 
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briefly  die  experience  in  the  united 
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fie*  Se  1933-  NV,th'!m  <luc«w"'  ‘here  arc  many  successes  to 
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achievements  to  register.  Great 

fic°r  ,,rricd  out  by  the  tun  aruev  in  the  light  against  ihc  National 

!k*°  intent  11,1(1  ll,c  ‘•,11l,1(,),{:rs'  against  Fascism  and  War.  Con- 
, actions  ot  workers  in  the  trade  unions,  Labour  Partv  and 


0 tile  sections  01  uutMis  m me  trade  unions,  Labour  Party  and 
jidc^  r uivc  Guilds  have  been  drawn  into  this  work. 

0»jjj',iic  outstanding  weakness  of  the  united  front  campaign  with 

I L.P-  lias  *M?cn  tllat  11  lias  lx’cn  limilcd  constantly  to  certain 
lhe  .^c  campaigns.  It  was  not  and  is  not  now  based  upon  daily  joint 

activity  in  die  factories,  trade  unions  and  working  class 


l0C?jor  has  the  l.L.P.  as  a whole  Ixcn  fully  mobilised  to  carry  out  in 
raCticC  the  united  front  campaigns  that  have  been  jointly  agreed 


pras- 

upon- 


U fcver  since  the  l.L.P.  left  the  Labour  Party  in  1932.  a struggle 
policy  questions  and  international  affiliations  has  been  going  on 
?v  idc  its  ranks.  There  have  been  various  groupings,  the  two  out- 
Ending  oncs  being  the  Revolutionary  Policy  Committee,  that  was 
■favour  of  sympathetic  affiliation  to  the  Communist  International, 
nd*  the  dominant  group  in  the  leadership,  led  by  Brockway,  who 
arc  against  the  Communist  International,  against  the  Peace  Policy 
* f the  Soviet  Union,  and  who  support  the  international  Bureau  ot 
the  so-called  “ Left  ” Parties  of  the  Second  International  and  the 
Brandlcr  and  Lovestone  renegades. 

This  croup  used  the  recent  annual  conference  of  the  l.L.P.  for  a 
demonstration  against  the  Communist  International,  and  for  split* 
,ing  the  l.L.P.  Guild  of  Youth  who  had  previously  decided  for 
sympathetic  affiliation  to  the  Young  Communist  International. 

’ Revolutionary  Policy  Committee  continues  to  fight  inside  the 
I f P for  direct  daily  united  front  activity,  for  a united  revolutionary 
Partv  affiliated  to  the  Communist  International.  We  have  no  doubt 
-U  all  that  they  will  win  increasing  influence .over  the : best  revo  u- 
tionarv  workers  inside  the  l.L.P.  for  their  policy,  which  will  lead  to 
E strengthening  of  the  ranks  of  all  those  fight.ng  for  a united 

CrTSPS-tS'in  the  united  front  aetivity  of  dte  Conv 
In  spite  01  p j .uc  deco  differences  tn  pohey  and 

:r  52  X %** 

out  has  met  with  big  support  from  the  workers. 

15 


WEAKNESSES  IN  THE  UNITED  FRONT  ACTiVjr  , 

In  i lie  carrying  out  <>t  wh.it  hits,  been  achieved.  Wc  have 
serious  weaknesses  and  mistakes  to  take  tune  of.  rjijny 

There  is  sail  a lack  ol  conviction  amongst  our  Party  m y 

the  (turning  necessity  ol  the  united  front,  and  (|,a[  w^'J’bcr»of 
achievement  in  the  present  situation  there  can  (*.  „o  ,-k]  . Ut  «i 
wards  decisive  revolutionary  struggles.  There  is  n„t  yjt  'a,£e  try. 
tenacity  and  determination  to  realise  the  united  front  arSt!^lc'Cui 
down  all  existing  opposition.  ‘ 11,1  hrCaJ! 


The  fight  for  the  united  Iront  is  treated  too  much  as  c 
unity  in  the  abstract,  as  a thing  in  itself;  it  is  not  related  oiri  11  for 

■ t „ * „ i i * ■ ^ 


siUMiion  as  a whole  or  to  our  Imsic  revolutionary  aims,  Cr  l°  'he 
There  is  great  weakness  in  applying  the  tactic  of  the  unit 
in  the  trade  unions  and  sfKviJteally  relating  its  applit%uj0l^t  trr*m 
tiirrem  issues  in  the  factory,  industry  and  trade  union,  tjI<J 
have  not  succeeded  in  organising  a great  united  front  can^1  W<r 
around  the  general  demand  for  wage  increases  or  the  discontent 
various  forms  of  rationalisation,  csjwcially  speeding-up  sv.  V|,f* 
This  is  the  reason  why  no  big  economic  struggles  have  dev'p'71*' 
during  the  [x-riod  when  millions  ol  trade  unionists  have  bee 
ma tiding  wage  increases.  Wc  have  also  been  weak  in  our  c ini^  ■ 
for  trade  union  unity  both  on  a national  and  international  scale 
Insufficient  attempts  have  been  made  to  formulate  proposal's  ik 
could  attract  the  organised  employed  workers,  so  that  when  the 
movement  has  devclojicd,  it  has  been  mainly  around  unemplmi  . 
tj  uestions.  J 4 m 

There  has  been  a tendency  to  submerge  our  independent  meciim 
and  revolutionary  propaganda  and  not  to  develop  the  united  fr 
struggle  as  the  means  of  further  advance  towards  revolution.  M 
There  has  been  too  much  self-satisfaction  when  results  have  bee 
achieved,  and  failure  to  organise  in  a concrete  manner  the  sunr*, 
that  has  been  won  to  carry  the  fight  forward,  and  to  penetrate  decoe 
into  the  ranks  of  the  workers  in  the  Labour  Party,  trade  unions  and 
co-operatives  with  our  united  front  propaganda  and  proposals. 

EXTENSION  OF  UNITED  FRONT  TO 
THE  ELECTIONS 

In  analysing  sonic  of  these  weaknesses  last  September,  and 
especially  why  wc  arc  not  more  successful  in  winning  the  organised 
Labour  workers,  we  saw  dearly  that  one  of  the  reasons  was  because 
« e were  not  in  any  way  trying  to  apply  the  tactics  of  the  united  from 
to  the  elections. 

It  was  clear  that  an  extension  of  the  tactics  of  the  united  front  svas 
necessary  and  that  it  must  be  done  in  such  a way  as  to  strengthen  the 
whole  working  class  fight  against  capitalism  and  especially  against 
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,vb° 


,e  line  ‘llc  c!,Pili,list  I,arti«  « and  national 


go  vern- 


al- , re  during  (be  municipal  elections  in  Novemk,,  .u 
fh*1de  important  ex.CMon  of I the  united  front  nofe  ' 

prtf  ^putting  bjrward  «s  own  candidates  in  places  tfKft  had 
Wf“!s  ‘ is,  the  l’.'rry  came  forward  with  proposals  to  Sunlr, 

I < muluiau  > who  _Prcp.lIcd  to  fight  £ . unUtK" 


>»Ln  e.  VVe  tried  to  reach  an  electoral  understand  ‘t 
to  avoid  rival  candidates,  and  made  proposals  J 

Bt  «n{r^cnw  1 " 2 S,J1"  V°tC  *5*  -cure  thc 

j a class  enemy  - 

...rtl  O1  4 , L*  ...  


«*S5s  line  brought  us  into  closer  contact  with  such  workers 
7 —„i»d  UP  negotiations  With  local  Lllxmr  nrmnu,,^„.  t I ’ 


opened  «J>  negotiations  with  local  Labour  organisation,  for  Ac 
i , unie  in  many  years. 

fifThe  united  front  exigences  in  the  Municipal  and  Parliamentary 
, -lections  have  been  an  unahiablc  guide  to  our  future  tactics  in 
f°r  il  Vs  !m  chance  coincidence  that  sit.ee  the  Party  made 
u'  ...ntinn  ol  the  united  Iront  in  the  e rrinmV  f.-u  .i l.  . 


extension  of  the  united  row  in  the  electoral  field,  there  has  been 
, considerable  increase  tn  the  influence  of  the  Party,  This  is  seen 
J [he  votes  in  the  elections;  the  light  against  the  " Black  Circular  ”• 

'L  increased  circulation  of  the  " Daily  Worker  ” and  increased 
mbership  of  the  Cximmuimt  Party. 
mC[jut  big  obstacles  remain  to  Ik  overcome  before  wc  can  have  any- 
one f>kc  lhc  mass  .movcmciu  ,hat  the  whole  situation  demands. 
Q„e"of  the  obstacles  is  the  problem  ot  breaking  through  the  opposi- 
tion of  the  Labour  leaders,  which  still  effectively  holds  back  the 
workers  under  their  influence  from  the  common  fight. 

This  is  one  of  our  most  important  problems.  The  ;,abour  leaders 
not  only  lead  the  fight  against  the  united  from  in  Britain,  but  play 
die  leading  role  inside  the  Second  International  and  Amsterdam 
Trade  Union  International  against  international  united  action. 

What  is  the  main  political  reason  for  this  opposition?  It  is  be- 
cause they  recognise  that  the  policy  of  the  united  Iront  is  that  of 
active  daily  class  struggle,  that  it  strengthens  the  class  from  of  the 
workers  and  opens  up  quite  other  perspectives  than  that  of  the 
policy  of  class  collaboration  and  continuity  ot  capitalism  upon  which 
their  whole  daily  practice  and  policy  is  based. 

We  must  find  the  ways  and  means  of  developing  the  mass  move- 
ment so  strongly  that  it  can  break  through  this  opposition. 

AN  APPARENT  CONTRADICTION 

Bound  up  with  this  question  is  the  problem  of  how  to  overcome 
the  disparity  which  exists  between  the  support  given  for  Communists 
to  have  (ull  democratic  rights  in  die  trade  unions  to  carry  out  wtolu; 
lionary  mass  work,  as  seen  in  the  voting  on  the  Black  Circular. 
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ami  the  opposition  to  working  with  the  < omniuniM 
m i hr  united  front  movement.  Many  im|*>n.am  tr;u|c  , a,»V 
die  Natifin.il  Union  ol  R.iilwaymcn.  have  given  lJrj,c  liL? 
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rhe  " lil.uk  Circular.  ’ ami  in  I he  same  coni  ere  nee  give,,  iCi  aK-»in« 
ac.iinst  any  united  front  with  (he  Communist  1 'arty.  yylr8c  v0,Cl 
examine  die  reasons  lor  this  disparity  and  this  contradiction  ”,Vc 


There  are  many  reasons  tor  such  an  apparent  eon  it  i.l.  . 


traditional  belief  in  the  separation  ot  imtiiMri.il  and  : tlit 

tions  .imomjsl  sections  of  workers;  acceptance  of  the  Laboufj 
propaganda  that  the  labour  Party.  Trades  Union  Cone 
Cooperative  Party  in  themselves  are  the  mass  united  frontT^**  an<l 
In  the  trade  unions  the  Communists  arc  welcome  as  ti 
energetic  lighters.  The  workers  see  the  Communists  in  the  C ln°il 
and  trade  unions  battling  away  t* » defend  working  conditi 
cruiting  for  the  trade  unions,  developing  rank  and  file  move***  r«- 
shoj>  stewards*  organisations;  in  fact,  everything  that  in  ,V?Cntl' 
unity  in  the  struggle  against  the  employers  on  economic  q tie st iq 
The  warders  also  see  the  Communists  as  good  fighters  and  1 **}' 
on  class  issues,  such  as  the  fight  against  Fascism  and  a*?,;!'1 

War,  and  against  the  National  Government’s  economics  at  t&3  ni‘ 
pen  sc  of  the  workers  in  the  unemployment  and  social  scr/ Cx* 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  already  many  thousands  of  • -s* 
workers  in  the  Labour  Party,  trade  unions  and  co-operatives  'kT* 
the  standpoint  of  a Labour  Party  councillor,  who  at  the  rclaTe 
London  District  Congress  of  our  Party  said;  “ I am  not  in  the  (v™1 
munist  Party,  hut  several  of  my  colleagues  and  myself  always  look"1 
the  Communist  Party  for  the  right  lead  on  every  political  issu<ri! 
Nevertheless,  even  these  workers  who  always  follow  our  polk;  \ 
leads  do  not  see  us,  the  Communist  Party,  as  the  immediate  practical 
alternative  government  to  the  National  Government. 

Our  own  weakness  in  not  giving  continuous  rcvoluiionan 
political  leadership  to  the  whole  fight,  and  our  failure  effectively  ,i 
Jink  up  the  **  small  ” questions  with  the  general  political  situation 
also  prevents  the  Communist  Party  from  standing  out  before  tht 
workers  in  the  factory  and  trade  unions  as  the  leader  and  organise; 
of  the  fight  against  the  National  Government.  The  workers  manv 
times  say:  “ You  Communists  arc  all  right  on  the  industrial  field 
because  you  try  to  unite  the  forces  of  the  workers,  but  you  only  seem 
to  want  to  split  them  in  the  elections.” 

It  is  true  that  the  correction  of  our  own  mistakes  and  weaknesses 
will  make  a very  big  difference  to  the  winning  of  mass  support  in- 
side the  trade  unions,  Labour  Party  and  Co-operative  Party,  for  the 
development  of  a mass  united  front  embodying  every  section  of  the 
working  class  movement. 

At  the  same  time  we  need  to  consider  what  further  must  be  done 
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nation  of  united  from  in  Britain  that  can  hrin*  .iir 
aPP  1 D.nv  into  closer  daily  contact  with  .V,„  8 hc 


party  ‘““V  ' win,  the  workers  or 

jV^fie  Lri*’ur  -m>’  r,K,cs  Un,on  Congress  and  Co-opera 

fn' Paf*y*  „roDOSaH  we  advance  must  \>c  of  such  ■>  ri,_„ .. 

*&5gx~*>  i'Tt1  ""'’I  r,y  ">■ 

,*<  the  Jrgani^-ng  «t  the  united  front  in  all  phases  of  the  daily 

gain*  the  employers  , ml  Na.wnal  Government.  Proposal, 
f^n  effectively  convince  the  organise,!  workers  of  the  deep  and 
iM1  f desire  of  l*ie  ( .ominunist  1 any  to  help  forward  this  tinited 
air^ it  and  that  call  take-  out  of  the  hands  of  (he  Labour  leaders 
r"°ve^nons  which  they  now  use  to  prevent  the  united  .action  of  all 
the  cbss  organisations  from  Wing  realised.  If  there  is  to  be 
^‘"Sessful  organising  of  the  next  stages  of  the  working  class 
rtf  ,1c  in  Britain,  the  IxunmunM  Party  must  become  a recognised 
^£,1  part  of  the  existing  working  class  movement,  and  we  must 
»l%,0  our  next  steps  in  building  up  the  united  front  in  such  a wav 

dfio  bring  dus  alK.ut. 

**  !j-hc  Communist  l .irtv  must  recognise  that  the  most  powerful  wav 
Jefcat  all  existing  opposition  to  the  united  front  of  all  sections  of 
k workers  depends  upon  the  initiative  and  leadership  of  the  Party 
? If  in  leading  tile  mass  fight  against  the  whole  line  and  policy  of 
•j*  CI11ployers,  landlords,  bankers  and  their  National  Government, 
1 especially  the  way  ihe  Communist  Party  organises  its  work  in 


j cspCCK11*^  '-AimtumtiH  I sil  is  US  wont  in 

factories,  trade  unions  and  working  class  localities,  utilising  every 
urrent  >ssl,c  *'1C  workers*  daily  struggle,  and  relating  this  to  the 
fcht  against  the  National  Government. 

/Ac  Communist  P arty  in  deals  must  clearly  stand  out  before 
ry  British  worker  as  the  leader  and  organiser  of  the  defeat  of  the 
Rational  Government.  Such  an  objective,  reflecting  itself  in  our 
nnroach  to  all  the  existing  problems  of  the  workers,  can  and  will 
become  the  main  way  in  which  the  masses  can  lx  mobilised  for 
common  action,  and  any  changes  in  our  tactical  line  must  facilitate 
die  fulfilment  of  this  aim. 

the  COMING  GENERAL  ELECTION 
At  our  i }th  Party  Congress,  in  February  of  this  year,  we  worked 
out  our  united  front  tactics  in  relation  to  the  coming  General 
Election  in  Britain.  The  question  is  formulated  3s  follows  in  the 

Congress  Resolution  on  the  united  front:—  . 

«•  The  Communist  Party  stands  for  the  defeat  of  the  National 

Government  and  pledges  itself  to  exert  all  its  WMj; 
flue  nee  to  mobilise  and  unite  the  working  class  m the  daily  fight 

to  brine  down  the  National  Government,  < , , 

[(  declare,  that  in  the  coming  General  Hcctmn  c jmpatgn  th 
militant  mass  movement  n(  the  workers,  based  on  the  unwed  (tent 


for  (hr  matt  elementary  ami  urgent  tlcm.in.U  of  the  w0  i 
iwccp  away  the  National  QosrriMiieiit,  n« I \nim-  ,■  p,'«  wjji 
alongside  a strong  group  of  Communist  caiutidain,  w(  '*  'Mu,,, 
mum  numhrr  of  Labour  member*  pledged  <,.  U(lj|  inailj; 
at  (inn  lor  the  elemental y demand*  of  ihc  woikcit.  u,'it  „f 

•*  In  this  way.  while  warning  the  worker*  that  the 
coming  to  power  of  a Labour  Govern  mem  ,i%  ,i  rcMih  «*f  a l*,‘Ml»|£ 
of  the  National  Government  brought  about  by  united  cL*6  dck»t 
ill  not  solve  the  main  problems  of  the  woikcit,  ncvcri),  i* *ct*nt» 
defeat  of  the  National  Government  ami  ih<-  u-ttin,  u{  * *M»  t|)( 
Government  cut  beeome  a potveiful  impetus  and  Mren mh  ^Uf 
of  the  fighting  spirit  and  class  consciousness  of  the  Work 
winning  their  demands,  and  a starting  joint  of  adv.uu  jr  7*  *°r 
struggle,  against  the  class  coll. deration  policy  „f  ,j,p  JR  cUc, 
leadership  in  the  united  front  with  Laliour  Party  organi”*  - Ur 
and  trade  unions  for  revolutionary  working  class  advance  Y,1<1{u 
the  whole  capitalist  system."  Kanin 

Based  ujxm  our  experiences,  and  the  changes  in  the  who],- 
national  situation  which  have  taken  place  since  February,  it  j.  n.tcr 
that  this  formulation  no  longer  meets  the  demands  of  die  situat' 
or  of  thc  developments  inside  thc  working  class  movement 
U’c  have  tended  even  to  distort  thc  l Congress  Resolution  by  a „ 
interpretation  that  our  whole  aim  at  the  coming  General  Fir 
must  !*c  to  defeat  thc  National  Government,  and  return  a few  (_• 1011 
inunists  to  I’arliamcnt,  leaving  the  question  of  a Labour  <;ov  ln" 
nient  as  an  afterthought  and  burking  thc  main  issue  which  thr 
situation  presented  to  us.  c 

What  is  new  in  the  situation  in  Britain  as  compared  with  k 
February,  when  our  ijjih  Party  Congress  took  place?  First  X 
whole  character  of  the  international  situation  with  its  increasing  w * 
tension;  Abyssinia;  Japan’s  war  in  China;  conscription  and  Ccasclcc 
rearming  in  Germany.  Second,  developments  in  Britain  itself,  'j’h- 
White  Paper  on  armaments,  immediately  followed  by  a threefold 
increase  in  Britain’s  air  force,  leading  to  a new  world  armament  race 
'I  ltc  jingo  propaganda  for  national  dc  cncc,  carried  through  hi 
thc  Jubilee  celebrations,  which  not  only  strengthened  the  National 
Government’s  political  preparations  for  war,  but  enabled  it  m 
improve  us  position  with  sections  of  the  electorate.  The  new  naval 
agreements  with  Germany  which  follow  from  thc  whole  pro-Hitler 
policy.  Thc  rearming  of  Fascist  Germany  by  the  National  Govern- 


ment, 


Then  thc  new  Peace  and  Reconstruction  movement  of  Lloyd 
George,  who  proposes  to  place  hundreds  of  candidates  in  thc  field  at 
thc  coming  General  Election,  and  whose  demagogy  can  play  a con- 
siderable part  in  winning  votes  away  from  thc  working  class  political 


^ nil  preveni  a decisive  defc-ai  ,,j  ,i  K,  . 

J >iIf0  of  a Lalxjur  ( .ovcrnmeiu  fr 

PjJtbC  *JJJ  thc  Labour  Party  ilielf  lv  ll(>  uJ“nK  ,,1JCC  p""*™ 
General  I h.ti.m,  , feature  „f  df/ ,,l,,K for  tw,wer  « 

- defeat i*m  "•  no  way  corrctpoiuU  with  S f,,,*‘ver. 
j ( [overtime tit.  and  the  firm  (je(Cf  , ,c  m‘H  hatred  of  the 
fibber*  oi  the  Labour  Party  n,  defeat  jj ‘he  rank  and 
^ t«rn  J Labour  ( ,<,vcrn,ncnt.  ,ne  < -encral  Election 

M*,ur  1r,"lcrS  rcalisc  ,1,c  character  „f  ,llP  , 

Ja^nationaf  smiaunn,  espeaUy  from  the 

^;Vr,’'inSCCM,n0'  ?VCm'  hcaded  hy 

Pirate  in  « National  Government ,«  t;ikc  f„iu.  f,  f Wg «° 

«nif.cant  that  M.,mson  now  ,hc  ^ fij?  “A*  ."*• 


s'jt'0" 

SS 


p-  wrn  laiixmr  t luvcrnmcnt.  “ m ,1,c 

*"i£  Ltlltour  leader*  red  tv  the  character  «f  ,|lr 
P^juional  Mtuaiion,  csnciallu  t- 


IS  never  ye l umipinuy  rciuidiatccl  tlit'  u:;t 
r**+orV  PuUkirt.  th.il  in  the  event  of  vv*ir  “ CI!KlU  ^'^in( 
'J*  Nation Jl  Government."  Again,  ihey^edlffS  i°m 

« that  thc  workers  arc  expressing  in  the  dmi,  "CW  c aii  m'*>‘ 
jfSemwn,  Austrian  and  Spanish  events,  the  afcnof  ^ 

s,i-r  •***  si  *t,a3s 

gi  (be  leaders.  . 

rtit-  ‘ 


jr  — 

workert  in 

■r 


J,bT  leaders.  ' ■■  «nc  .mention, 

^ workers  will  insist  upon  their  demands  being  carried  am  . 
((cr  What  conflict  tins  causes  with  thc  capitalist  daw 
SEu r leaders  fear  the  loss  of  influence  they  would  subsequent! 
(jpericncc,  if  they  became  a government  on  the  basis  of  their  Lim 
programme  of  capitalist  continuity  and  class  collaboration 

The  |x)sition  of  the  Lalxiur  Party  will  lie  still  more  sharnlv 


- * iMtivii  necas  to  be 

--  a ycry  dan(«5™Ys  m»n«uyre,  as  one  cannot  forget  Uoyd 
Georges  eulogies  of  Hitler,  and  Ins  statement  that  the  coming  "to 
power  of  Fascism  in  Germany  saved  Europe  from  Bolshevism. 

Thc  Daily  Herald  already  strikes  a dangerous  note,  as  will  lie  seen 
from  the  following  extract  from  its  leading  article  dealing  with  the 
Lloyd  George  Movement : — 

" Declaring  open  war  on  the  Government  yesterday,  Mr.  Lloyd 
George  outlined  his  plans  far  an  election  campaign  on  a national 
scale. 

" Me  had  much  to  say  of  his  attitude  to  the  Government,  lie 
had  no  word  to  say  of  his  attitude  to  the  Laliour  Party. 

" Arc  Labour  candidates  to  lie  fought  by  Lloyd  George's  candi- 
dates? If  so,  does  Mr.  Lloyd  George  believe  that  will  help  thc 
unemployed?  " {Daily  Herald,  July  23,  1935.) 

Here  is  no  recognition  of  Lloyd  George  as  a dangerous  enemy 
who  will  have  to  lie  fought.  A capitalist  politician  preparing  a mass 
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mk'LiI  <M*i*  in  at  ;i  htrr  Ml£e  to  perform  rvrn 

Ml  vices  to  Brimh  imjKrriiiliMn  than  lie  tlul  dunn^ 

W fc|  ^ ^ 'l 

The  New  Application  of  the  United 


Front  Tactics  in  Britain 


The  Communis!  Party  must  therefore  fcarlcsOv  ,,1(i 
the  rcsjwmvibility  placed  Upon  it  not  only  tor  givitJ rv%  *V(t. 
analysis  in  iltc  present  Mm.uiiin,  (mi  . *hpwin»  thc  5Jr  *»*$ 

nitty  to  the  National  Government  and  to  bring  ?r^cri’|?* 
cfcfr.il  and  thus  open  up  I tut  her  pcrMfcctivcs  fjf  ,!v 

advance*  ' v°rMru»  j ' t 

_ h ClaH 


the  < 
Gc*  n 
mcr  it 


iof 

’■cr'n 


Tlte  National  (iovernmeni  lias  recently  improved  iis  ■ . 
its  J-isr  budget,  concessions  on  thc  Unemployment  Act,  r by 

wage  cuts  to  State  employees,  hut  especially  by  ii's  Tj,r:"lon  of 
National  Defence  propaganda.  Thc  recent  rcconstnjctio  *■ ai^ 

is  aimed  to  enable  it  to  more  clTcciiv  Il  ’* 
through  its  attacks  on  the  workers  and  its  drive  toss  ,r.h  t-  ' V C;,frv 

War.  ‘ 1 asc»*m 


War.  ,asc,''naa4 

This  makes  doubly  urgent  and  imperative  the  task  of  or 
the  masses*  opposition  to  the  whole  line  and  Doliev  of 
Government  in  every  phase  of  the  daily  struggle,  tlius  surwjot?^^ 
the  movement  for  its  defeat  at  the  General  Elections.  8 f n’ng 

In  estimating  the  existing  strength  of  the  masses'  hostility 
National  Government  and  in  working  out  our  next  steps  u ° 
to  take  into  account  the  fact  that  amongst  thc  big  majority  *0($ 
British  workers  there  arc  still  strong  reformist  illusions,  cxnrr  - 
themselves  in  a belief  that  any  improvement  in  the  workers*  a^'j* 
lions,  any  attempts  to  prevent  the  advance  of  Fascism  and  war  n ' 

only  be  achieved  through  thc  formation  of  a Labour  Govern^** 
with  a majority.  men< 

T here  arc  still  strong  tendencies  to  believe  that  *'  while  revoluf 
is  all  right  in  other  countries,  Britain  is  difTcrcnt  and  Socialism  cant! 
peacefully  realised  on  the  basis  of  parliamentary  democracy." 

These  tendencies  exist  even  amongst  sections  of  workers  who  jff 
most  bitter  in  their  denunciation  of  capitalism  and  in  their  acn\> 
opposition  to  Fascism  and  War. 

What  must  be  the  role  of  thc  Communist  Party,  and  what  muv 
be  the  next  steps  in  the  organisation  of  the  workers*  light  again* 


■ |l)C  National  Government f Wr  » i 
^ Thc  Communw  1‘ar.y  in  lt,  revol^^  *****  ** 

ainon^1  lhc  workc"  mu«  popuK?,  lnd 

Soviet  [lower  concretely  app^cd  it  . u °lu,ion«y 
4S  die  only  way  in  which  all  ,)1r.r  ; lnmh  «>ndiiiotu 

*>read‘  tlW^  and  guaranteed 

VJlionA.,nmu  nisi  Party  must  patiently  ■ 

l’’  fhc  tlA  help  the  workers  to  understandA^L??  .rdorr™ 


' ‘I  and  help  uic  o understand  ,h4l  onlv  , «T  , 

,li0K>[lS’ . their  immediate  demands  and  y ‘heir  davs 

55f;arV  overthrow  of  iapii.(|ivtn  ah,l  trough  the 

Socialism.  ,l,c  from 

,he  principal  political  task  of  thc  Communist  P-lr,v  v 

Bul  ,t  ;j  to  Stand  out  before  every  worbi„e  man  ,.V'  >Ca’mci 

Kin*  the  in.,tUUOr  and  Ufcr,°t  ,he  to  secure  tkeTeZt  rf 

Rational  Government,  by  the  organisation  of  a broad  uZuA 

* movement,  bated  upon  a programme  of  demands  that  e!ei 
i^ker  realty  believes  can  and  must  be  carried  through  by  a ulour 
foclrnnient,  and  u m i will  strengthen  the  workers'  immediate 

%t  ***** f xpt " nTiirTs a Ke  ,tpon  ,hc  adv**«  oi 

t$;rtn  and  War.  tvdl  help  the  development  towards  Socialiim 


fjfCtW*  r-r**«!*  wivuras  aoaaium. 

*ri,c  Communist  party  is  of  the  opinion  that  there  arc  certain 
tonands  which  represent  the  main  immediate  interests  of 
,hc  working  class  and  of  all  sections  of  the  population 
vho  arc  opposed  to  war,  la  seism  and  the  reactionary  policy 
j the  National  Government.  We  suggest  that  these  de- 
ands  should  be  the  programme  of  the  united  class  struggle 
now.  hi  order  to  mobilise  thc  widest  sections  against  the 
National  Government,  and  if  thc  National  Government  cannot 
L forced  to  give  way  on  these  issues,  at  thc  same  time  they  will  be- 
come thc  central  issues  in  the  General  Flection  campaign  upon  the 
basis  of  which  a Labour  Government  can  be  elected  to  immediately 
put  this  programme  into  operation.  Thc  slogan  : " Down  with  the 
I National  Government  1 tor  the  preservation  of  peace,  democracy 
and  the  improvement  of  the  conditions  of  the  workers ! " must  be- 
come thc  basis  of  all  future  struggles  in  thc  present  situation  in 

Britain.  , . ....  . 

Can  thc  Communist  Party  fulfil  this  task:  its.  When  thc 

Communist  Party  has  seriously  set  itself  the  task  to  achieve  certain 
aims  we  have  done  it.  On  September  9,  1 934.  when  Mosley  was  to 
make  a national  parade  of  his  Fascist  forces  in  Hyde  Park,  the  Com- 
munist Party  issued  thc  slogan:  '*  Drown  Mosley  in  a sea  o£  working 
class  activity  l ” Under  the  leadership  of  thc  Communist  l arty 
i*;o,ooo  London  workers  did  ill 

y/hen  thc  C rmmunist  Party  said  that  it  could  organise  a mass  move- 


tucut  against  ihe  National  Govci  muh  iii  and  force  it  |() 
the  most  drastic  provision*  t>l  ns  new  Hwaiphyi^ 
mobilise  that  movement,  we  did  force  the  t;overnnlt.(ll  , l>  wc  (/h 
most  important  and  .significant  concessions.  And  We  </*  '.’’“ke  „,rf 
tJi.it  the  Communist  Party  of  (.‘ic.it  Uritain  can  and  svdi  ,c  ntJ' 
such  a mass  movement  that  at  the  coming  ( .'encrsil  |.;]  ' . "“'hil,. 
drmvn  the  National  ( iovern riifent  In  a sea  of  workine  10,1  U win 


their  course.' * The  existence  of  such  moods  in  ihe  LaU,  * l*kt 
ment,  now  carefully  fostered  by  curtain  Labour  leaders,  onl^  rn°v^ 
the  task  of  the  Communist  Party  in  organising  t|lc  \\Q(J  rcntfos 
National  Government  more  urgent  am!  serious,  and  calls* r°* 
maximum  effort*  gr  die 

A Labour  Government,  elected  on  t he  basis  of  unitCti 
struggle,  ojxrns  up  possibilities  for  more  effectively  sunijon/  frtJl11 
workers*  fight  against  Fascism  in  other  countries,  especial}*1® 
many,  and,  by  the  changes  that  would  take  place  in  the  re]  r ^rCf- 
forces  in  the  present  international  situation,  the  abandonment  ^ 
present  pro-Hitler  foreign  jk>1  icy,  closer  relations  with  \\u  ^ 
Union  and  full  identification  with  its  peace  jxdicy,  do  much  lo  ?Vlct 
the  further  advance  of  Fascism  and  War,  and  prevent  C 
intervention  in  tile  event  of  the  revolutionary  crisis  maturing 
point  of  a struggle  for  power  in  certain  countries. 

In  fighting  to  achieve  this  aim,  we  can  under  no  circumstai 
create  any  illusions  about  the  character  and  policy  of  the  nr 
Labour  programme,  nor  can  we  accept  responsibility  far  any  aa^ 
a Labour  Government  would  carry  out  that  are  against  th,*  °ns 
of  the  working  class.  ntCrcsu 

Wo  are  not  putting  the  defeat  of  the  National  Government  and  • 
replacement  by  a Labour  Government  as  an  end  in  itself,  but  as  th 
means  to  an  end,  through  which  the  class  fight  of  the  workers  * 
intensified  and  advanced  to  a higher  stage,  through  the  victor  ■ 
achieved  over  the  National  Government  on  the  basis  of  a united 
struggle  to  achieve  tiic  workers’  immediate  demands  and  retard  i|,c 
advance  of  Fascism  and  War. 

This  policy  has  nothing  in  common  with  the  support  given  to  two 
previous  Lnliour  Governments  by  the  Right  opportunists  in  the 
Communist  Party  of  Great  Britain,  and  at  the  present  stage  fire  will 
have  to  be  directed  against  such  elements  in  order  that  they  will  not 
attempt  to  sec  in  this  new  tactical  line  of  the  Party  the  justification  of 
their  Right  opportunism  which  brought  about  such  serious  conse- 
quences for  the  Party  until  decisive  changes  were  made. 
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fiCTION  AGREEMENT 
n*  Nudist  Party,  comment  with  its  revolutionary  prm- 
f°L  everything  ,l*  P9w«tO  demonstrate  to  tWmSS 

2 4U?‘  ,,ion  to  secure  the  above-  objective.  I,  ,nmt  be  ,,rcp;irc(i 


do  cvcr> 


masses 


hands  of  the  Labour  leader,  the  weapo££hS 
:ti^c  °U.l4c  to  prevent  the  turned  from  from  being  established  on 
tv  fl®*  ?.  ,0  defeat  the  National  Government  in  the  way  wc  have 

>*f“  


>*i,r  10  do  everything  prmiUc  to  organise  the  defeat  of  the 
|n°i  GW rnincni  and  Lloyd  George's  candidates  in  the 
viti^  ,0  avoid  any  splitting  of  working  class  votes  in  the  clcc- 
I to  ensure  an  unceasing  campaign,  the  Communist  Party 

>.31 Toposc  a mcc,,n£  w,d’  thc  Vlbour  Party  to  discuss  how  best 
jwuld  P £iSj  how  jointly  to  formulate  thc  united  front  programme 

0afb!|C  vhich  the  common  fight  can  he  organised. 

>lfld  ^mmunist  Party  will  give  its  full  support  in  the  wav  of 
1 • li:  daily  activity  to  secure  the  return  of  a Labour  Government 
*#*£*  and  will  also  propose  that  in  a limited  number  of  con- 
rtti  d”s  icS  where  the  Gomrrtunist  Party  has  mas,  influence,  and  its 
ttittf  * arc  known  by  every  worker  in  the  country  to  be  the  most 

f»iyc 3 {^liters  against  capitalism.  War  and  Fascism,  that  the 
[fi^055  party  should  withdraw  its  existing  candidates,  even  if  at 
L^iit  tjKy  arc  already  Members  of  Parliament.  For  the  return  of 
pfcSC  of  Conirounist  Members  of  Parliament  would  represent  a 
jgro'K  titrumilheninil  of  the  forces  that  are  consciously  fiizhumi 


J -n<Jou$  strengthening  of  die  forces  that  are  consciously  fighting 
'f  dmt  reaction  in  every  form. 

F ■ -n  if  the  Labour  Party  refuses  such  an  election  agreement,  thc 

h for  its  realisation  must  be  carried  forward  in  thc  factories,  trade 
fight  to 

Co-operative  Guilds,  local  Labour  Parties,  and  working  class 
UrW°rtics-  The  workers,  through  properly  organised  and  accredited 
!<>CV-rc rices,  ballot  votes  in  the  faciorics  and  trade  unions,  must  be 
f thc  opportunity  of  declaring  their  opinion  on  these  questions 
1 which  candidate  they  consider  can  best  fight  to  secure  the  rcalisa- 


cLK,™T&mmuma  l>ar<y,  white  puturo  forward  to 
aiS-rmcmal  programme  and  aim,,  will  mobili*  all  unto  and 


'”h^lcra  w : O r ngriren  rhe  whole  working  dara 
masses  in  such  a way  . 6 h revolutionary  core,  giving 

nrngglc,  wut.  tlje  c^mmun to  lh'  demand,  of 
leadership  and  drive  to  th  _ S hscU  an(i  thc  international 
the  present  position  in  whole  working  class 

situation  as  a whole,  and  opemng  up  iKtorc 
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ifie  pcusiMiiy  of  greater  revolutions y advances  i,,  ,j 

quest  of  capitalism.  r co»np|c.|^ 

COMMUNIST  PARTY  AND  AFFIUATION 
TO  l. A BO  UR  PARTY 

^ * . a rn  ft  * ft#  ■ 


K«lV%r  . . - , ■ t - - - ■ ' T ' - Mil  tl  \ | 4 ||  | I 

unity  ot  the  working  class  in  the  struggle  ag.iiMM  ,|  < r to 
capital,  against  Fascism  and  War.  ’ lc  °d 


e„  • 

C,,1*Vc  0, 


The  Labour  leaders  declare  in  expressing 
cil  united  front  action  with  the  ( ommunist  Patty  ,i  ,1ny  f,Jr 
front  in  Britain  already  exists  in  the  Labour  -e'  d,c  Unii-H 

Congress,  and  Co-operative  Party.  **  1 r'ld's 

The  wide  masses  of  the  workers  believe  this.  q,j 
believe  that  the  Communist  Party  ought  to  be  inside*?  S'nccrclv 
Party  in  order  to  force  the  Laltonr  leaders  to  chant-?  .1-  ^Wr 
There  is  still.  esf>ccially  inside  the  trade  unions,  the  Co 'C,r  f*1^. 
the  Labour  Party  as  a broad  federal  organisation  brine  in  CCpt'°n  of 
all  rhe  various  working  class  organisations  to  protect  the  ;S 
the  workers.  ' lntcrcsu  of 

Under  the  growing  pressure  of  the  masses  who  desire  th 
front  with  the  Communist  Party,  aiul  especially  since  die  Uni‘c<i 
successes  of  the  united  front  movement  in  France,  thereof  Mriti‘ng 
a significant  change  in  the  attitude  of  certain  Labour  leaders  ?’  ^ 
ing  with  this  question.  It  is  now  being  attempted  more  anT  ^ 
to  demonstrate  how  broad  and  all-embracing  the  Labour  J>  ' ^0rc 
We  mil  give  two  examples.  Harold  Clay,  a leading  • 

the  Transport  and  General  Workers’  Union,  and  an  executive  '1  'n 
lier  of  the  Lalwur  Party,  stated  in  a speech  at  the  Biennial "r”1' 

(ere nee  ol  his  trade  union,  in  specific  regard  to  the  united  from 
following: — n*>  «>e 

“If  they  could  not  through  the  broad  stream  of  the  IMh 
Movement  win  the  things  for  which  they  wished,  those  thiT 
would  not  be  won  by  splitting  oQ  bits  here  and  there. 

If  the  movement  was  not  going  fast  enough  or  if  the  directin 
was  not  quite  right,  then  the  pace  could  be  accelerated  and  th 
direction  changed  by  decisions  within  the  Movement  itself  " flnlv 
5.  1935.)  ' u *> 

George  Lansbury,  the  leader  of  the  Labour  Party,  in  a speech  at 
Norwich  on  July  21,  where  the  I.L.P.  is  opposing  a Labour  candi. 
date,  made  what  the  Daily  Herald  describes  as  “ a strong  appeal  for 

unity  in  the  Labour  Movement.'' Lanshury  declared: 

We  of  the  Labour  Party  in  the  House  of  Commons  have  our 
disagreements.  We  discuss  them  but  do  not  quarrel. 
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,cc»g»isc  tU  f ,WC«ari  COmr-,dw-  ,houKh  some  are  of 

the  LeU  winif,  md , rc  the 


f ***  Lctl  Win*‘  and  ^ 

M "S’ agrcc  we  have  a sjxn  ot  work  to  do.  g at 

5 uXc  Llbour  M°VCTU  JCneriUy  Wcrc  W united  a*  we  are 

- *f.  would  do  great  things.  v'c  “* 

>bdf*  **  _ of  us  speak  differently  from  others:  there  L n™k- 

,SoZ ,ha«-  '1  ruth  is  many  sided,  but  wc  must  be  btJjSX 
<vf0ng  ,r^(|1  (he  same  fundamental  ties.  und  Uy 

Labour  Party  represents  the  Co-operatives  .h,  t a 

, ion  »">'  ,I,C  “<*  “O  one  ,n 

Ufjiy  o(  the  three  needs  to  I*  shut  out"  (/Jo,,,.  $ 

■L'Smruunis.  PWlyjm  its  reply  to  ,hc*  lwo  ^ 

1 , that  it*  acUon  ^responds  W1,h  the  desire  of  larcc  sect^n. 
caniscd  in  the  Labour  Party,  Trades  Union 


r»7-  w»  “*  few  oi 

lining  ;<?-,rds  dcvcloPing  a fighting  united  front 

<it  the  attacks  of  the  emp  oyers  and  the  National  Government, 

^t  in  defence  of  all  existing  democratic  rights  and  the  preservation 
jocace-  The  Communist  Party  declares  it  1S  prepared  to  at  once 
C n up  discussions  with  the  Labour  Party  as  to  how  unity  in  the 
fl^tour  Movement  in  Britain  can  lie  achieved. 

Hyy,,  Communist  Party  docs  not  believe  that  Socialism  can  be 
thiev'd  through  Parliament,  and  will  always  state  this  standpoint 
' ^ agitation  and  propaganda  and  will  always  maintain  its  inter- 
zonal connections  with  working  class  parties  in  other  countries 
which  maintain  the  revolutionary  point  of  view.  In  fact  the  estab- 
lishment of  Fascism  in  Germany,  and  in  other  countries,  together 
M'ith  the  victory  of  Socialism  in  the  Soviet  Union,  is  convincing  more 
jnd  more  workers  in  Britain  that  the  revolutionary  way  is  the 
only  correct  one.  No  party  or  federation  which  excludes  sections  of 
the  working  class  which  hold  these  views  can  claim  to  be  a united 
front  organisation,  embracing  all  the  working  class. 

If,  however,  the  Labour  Party  is  prepared  to  accept  revolutionary 
organisations  as  affiliated  bodies— a step  which  we  believe  will  be 
welcomed  by  the  whole  working  class — then  the  Communist  Party 
will  be  definitely  prepared  to  affiliate  with  the  Labour  Party.  This 
would  be  a big  step  forward  to  achieving  the  unity  of  the  working 

class  forces  in  Britain.  . 

Such  a widening  of  the  Labour  Party  would  be  m accordance  with 

the  earlier  traditions  of  the  Labour  Party  and  would  unify  all  forces 
and  activity  and  immediately  strengthen  the  whole  fight  against  the 

Within  this  common  front,  and  on  this  basts,  the  Commums 
Party  wilt  loyally  carry  out  all  decisions  and  campaigns  that  advance 

*7 


Party, 


son  Omgress  and 


Mr  ivicrffit  0/  the  wording  class,  and  in  which  ,t.r  l 
patai  m wording  out.  I he  loininuiibi  l*.iny  vvilj'1  V r pa 
the  character  of  it'  work  in  rhe  l.uioncv  ;nnl  u>nrkii  * . 

iis  irrevocable  and  sincere  determination  to  m.iiH  .^;,w  Wap  -**> 
effort  to  sen’ll  re  the  unification  of  the  work  ini;  class  f CVt7  po,  ,-Vr' 
against  the  National  (iovermnctii,  Fascism  .,n,)  \\'Ucv  '**  Mii,.  ^ 
record  of  the  Communist  Patty  it:  the  teohn:,  7 ",r’  !'hr  , 

he st  guarantee  that  it  trill  fulfil  this  pledge.  ' ' st>',,Ug.lc  i/t'fl 

We  believe  th.it  the  measures  ivc  have  here  <,inli„  t 

.1.  .L-  ■ .1  ...  . _•  - * LOrin.k 


character  ot  (he  united  iront  tactics  in  the  present  st  ik. 

that  should  he  curried  out  hy  the  Cominuiiist  p.iriv  0fJJ  r>  'he 
and  can  become  the  first  step  towards  a united  »,,ik  plr" 
of  she  wording  ckits  in  Britain,  and  make  a substantial  Mn-n* “I  l’art\ 
of  all  those  forces  in  the  world  fighting  against  Fascist,,  and  \v'Cnill8 

The  United  Front  Tactics  as  a Whole 

These  arc  therefore  the  political  reasons  why  we  hrii 
nur  present  proposals.  Summing  up.  what  do  they  «„3  ‘0rw^d 
That  the  ' " • • * ■ ■ 


That  the  Communist  Party  assumes  the  initiative  and  1 t 
in  the  organisation  of  the  struggle  against  the  National  (;ovCa^Crs^p 
and  against  Fascism  and  War.  That  it  already  feels  strong rnmcnt, 
to  make  proposals  that  will  receive  a wide  response  thr,,n 'Vn°uSh 
British  Labour  Movement  and  that  arc  aimed  at  removing 'U  ^ 
obstacle  placed  in  the  way  of  mass  united  action  by  tJle  '?  ,VCfy 

IrnrliTC  " C 


They  arc  proposals  that  represent  the  continuation  and  rv^„  ■ 
of  our  slogan:  ” Class  against  Class!  ” in  the  conditions  of  .fJ10" 
isting  world  situation  in  general,  and  of  Britain  in  particular  CX' 
But  the  complete  realisation  of  the  objectives  outlined  m.l  l 
building  up  of  this  united  from  struggle,  depends  upon  the  revol^ 
tionary  leadership  and  political  role  of  the  Communist  Parrv  U* 
every  stage  of  the  fight.  It  depends  especially  on  our  bcinn  ,l,L  31 
overcome  the  resistance  of  the  Labour  leaders  to  our  united  fr  ° 
proposals,  by  the  way  we  can  win  the  local  Labour  Parties  tr^' 
union  branches,  trades  councils,  and  co-operative  guilds  for  unitH 
actmn  on  the  basis  of  the  proposals  and  programme  we  have  set  out 
To  those  who  may  be  apt  to  argue  that  in  our  aim  to  build  un  th,* 
united  from  “ we  arc  going  too  far,"  " that  wc  arc  compromising 
our  revolutionary  principles,"  “ that  we  are  tailing  behind  the  ,£ 
fornust  leaders,”  it  is  necessary  to  say  two  things. 

First,  the  Communist  Party  is  not  a select  propagandist  sect,  it  is 
the  political  party  of  the  wording  class,  giving  revolutionary  leader- 
ship to  the  wording  class  struggle  in  every  phase  of  activity  and  i„ 
accordance  with  the  concrete  situation  and  relation  of  class  forces 

2 8 


■ iieht  W thf  ti!or^eri  w,”“‘inte  interests  with  its  funda 

. Utg  ,P  lithe  revolutionary  contittest ,,/  power,  the  establishment 
*}J Worship  of  the  proletariat  and  the  building  f)j  Socialism  in 


dr:  jut**0 0 ' 

J t** 

^Sirtiuoist  Party  is  to  day  putting  forward  a policy  and 
^■nVihc  organisat tonal  measures  to  carry  it  out,  that  advance 
ivorking  cl-,ss  bgnt  against  the  attacks  of  the  ruling  class 
Sv1Na«'f,nai  ^ luvernment.  Measures  that  can  make  decisive 
‘‘Artvard  to  «',r  early  real  muon  of  Socialism  in  Britain.  It  is 
*rep*  working  C SSS  policy  that  any  honest  Worker  can  accept. 
»<*«>. °ur  l«d’  .mir  rhcy  m™\  t*  shaped  according  !o  the 

® 1C  situation.  1 o day  they  arc  designed  10  extricate  the  work- 

^pCfHss  from  the  position  in  which  it  has  been  placed  by  Social 
jog  cliZrv.  In  the  carrying  out  of  the  tasks  indicated,  the  Com- 


Puffin y in  no  way  sinks  its  independence,  or  ccaws  from 

^ I rising  i‘s  revolutionary  programme. 

\hc  contrary,  it  reveals  itself  to  the  masses  as  a Party  which 
Stands  how  and  when  to  make  a change  in  tactics  that 
aethens  the  whole  character  of  the  working  class  struggle  and 
before  it  an  entirely  new  perspective  for  revolutionary 
!S&  and-lva-cc. 
jfconoiy  * - 

Can  a*1)’  wor*cr  *>c  unmoved  at  die  horrors  of  German  Fascism 
j the  tortures,  the  suffering,  and  the  destruction  of  all  forms  01 
Cultural  advance  that  it  has  brought  to  the  German  people?  Hitler 
german)'  to-day  is  the  danger  spot  in  Europe  from  the  point  of  view 
f unleashing  another  bloody  war,  especially  directed  against  the 
fortress  of  world  revolution — the  Soviet  Union! 

Is  it  not  clear  that  the  Labour  Party  leaders  arc  hiding  the  Fascist 
danger  in  Britain  from  the  workers?  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the 
Communist  Party  to  approach  the  honest  workers  of  the  Labour 
party  and  tell  them  the  truth  about  this  danger,  arouse  their  vigilance 
and  transform  their  anti-1 'a scist  feeling  into  a fighting  power?  Let 
every  worker  reflect  on  the  horrors  of  the  last  war,  and  the  fact  that 
to-day  science  and  invention  are  prostituted  only  to  one  end— that 
of  making  the  next  war  more  terrible  still.  And  is  there  any  honest 
worker  who  does  not  feel  in  his  very  bones  that  anything  that  can 
be  done  to  repel  and  retard  these  twin  monsters.  Fascism  and  War, 
must  be  done,  and  will  be  done  by  the  Communist  Party? 

WIDENING  THE  UNITED  FRONT 
The  Communist  Party  of  Great  Britain  now  has  the  duty  of 
bringing  together  in  a people's  front  every  section  of  the  working 
class8 movement,  the  agricultural  workers  and  all  sections  of  the  in- 


teI|i«eii(.iin  and  professional  classes,  »n  fact  all  peopi 
Fascism  and  tear  War,  u.  join  up  m common  wn*Jf  haic 

further  worsening  of  economic  cumin  ions  ami  again?,  ,n* 

War.  . . . . , l'm  and 

In  this  connection  the  Communist  Forty  must  utilise  e 

to  organise  die  widespread  opposition  to  war  that  exists mcaiu 

so  strikingly  seen  in  the  reeent  Peace  Hal  lot,  where  in  'Vb'iaj,, 

another  m million  people  expressed  their  opposition  lo  °rf»  of 

doubredlv  a similar  result  could  Ik-  obtained  in  any  simiiar  ar*  L'n. 

vote  against  Fascism. 

Every  political  organisation  in  Great  Britain  is  now*  , 
win  the  Mip|x>rt  of  these  tt  million  people  in  order  n,  a|j  nS  to 
desire  for  peace  and  divert  it  to  the  politics  of  the  various  n'^  ‘Tit 
(ions  concerned.  The  National  Government,  Lloyd  Gcore?i;in'Sa- 
Peace  and  Reconstruction  Movement,  the  Labour  Party,  ;,]GC  lr*  his 

_ _ i ‘ U ' 1 * ,lr£  Inis,. 


on  the  job. 


>U*y 


The  Communist  Party  alone  can  give  real  leadership 
Peace  Movement  and  help  it  realise  its  objective  of  prevent i,  ? ^*‘s 
The  Communist  Party  must  by  its  sympathetic  miilerma^  ^ ?%. 
aims,  desires,  hopes  and  fears  of  those  who  took  part  in  this  l>  ^ 
Ballot,  be  able  to  win  political  leadership  over  the  masses  iu^k' 
Peace  Movement,  and  draw  them  into  the  political  struggle  ;1.,  • 
the  whole  policy  of  the  National  Government,  a policy  which  I 
towards  German  Fascism  and  War.  ' ca“i 


There  may  now  Ik-  attempts  to  show  that  the  slogan  of  ••  q 
against  Class”  was  wrong  and  that  this  is  the  justification  of 3 n 
those  inside  and  outside  the  ranks  of  the  Communist  Internation 
who  opposed  the  decisions  of  the  9th  Plenary  Session  of  the  Kxc 
live,  and  of  the  6th  Congress  of  the  Communist  International. 

On  the  contrary,  these  decisions  were  not  only  correct  bu, 
they  enabled  a turn  to  be  made  in  the  work  of  the  Communis, 
Parties  that  prevented  the  submergence  of  certain  parties  into  ap- 
pendages of  Left  Social  Democracy.  It  brought  out  more  clearly  anj 
sharply  the  independent  role  of  the  political  line  of  the  Communist 
Parties;  strengthened  and  increased  the  process  of  Bolshcvisaiion 
within  the  Communist  Parties;  strengthened  the  fight  against  the 
Right  danger  as  the  main  danger  within  the  Parties  at  the  same  tim? 
as  it  struck  against  Left  sectarianism,  which  would  have  placed  the 
Communist  Party  in  complete  isolation  from  the  masses. 

The  whole  line  of  the  9th  Plenum  and  the  6th  Congress  placed  the 
Communist  Parties  in  such  a position  that  when  the  international 
situation  changed,  the  years  of  economic  crisis  and  depression  of  a 
special  kind,  developed  them,  so  that  they  were  able  to  change  their 
tactical  line  in  relation  to  the  requirements  of  the  situation  in  such  a 
way  as  strengthened  the  whole  working  class  movement  in  its 


the  economic  crisis  and  the  menace  of  war  ,„a  1 i 
Ac  afi3’  .nJ  influence  of  the  membership  of  the  0.m  f 

present  si.ua, ion  The  united  front  tactic,  of  "h* 

"* ..  imcrnau-ial  as  outlined  in  Comrade  Dimitrov's  rcj«„ 


t,rilvrc,,«,.hc''  * 

£*  ,kcrs  and  also  wm  valuable  sections  for  ,llt.  stru„„v  f 

£\! t the  ■ hutitincrablc  examples  could  be 

M r,n  orovc  this  statement,  it  is  only  necessary  to  give  two. 


(b<‘' 


iYfwf  1 1 / ri  ^ 1 

1 Lou  It  I dare  to  say  that  -is  a result  of  the  united  fn 


w»u,°  ■ iV  . V • M.s,  unuca  I rom  tactics 

Communist  1 arty  has  not  greatly  increased  the  influence 
^mniunisin  and  working  class  forces  working  for  the  rcvolu- 
d 00  class  of  power  ? I he  united  front  tactics  in  France  hnsv- 


ranee  have  not 


" Actions  Ot  tnc  pc«y  wuipw  away  trom  their  old  political 
^rdons.  policies  and  methods  of  struggle.  When  800,000  of  the 
trJf'  pula  lion  march  united  under  the  banner  of  the  united  front, 
P,r,S, Eighty  movement,  and  it  shows  that  the  French  Communist 
,ElSy  will  soon  lead  the  workers  to  the  storming  of  the  Bastille  of 
P*  eh  imperialism  as  a whole. 

1 Britain  a united  movement  swept  the  country  in  Jftnuary- 
vV  arV  against  the  Unemployment  Act  and  led  to  unprecedented 
r , in  South  Wales,  Shell’, eld  and  Glasgow,  it  forced  the 
' tional  Government  to  make  important  concessions  to  the  un- 
1 Gloved.  This  could  not  have  been  carried  through  and  the  Com- 
^nis1  Party  would  not  have  been  leading  the  forces  without  the 

* c|;iss  against  class  laid  down  at  die  9th  Plenum  and  the 
*!,  Congress.  The  whole  working  class  movement  has  been 

* .-ngthened,  its  class-consciousness  dcejicncd,  many  illusions 
Utroyed,  deeper  understanding  created  of  the  whole  fight  and  poli- 
. 3I  iSSUes  involved.  Thousands  of  workers  previously  hostile  to 
Communism  have  now  Ikcii  won  over  to  the  Communist  Parties. 

These  are  the  unquestionable  facts  that  demonstrate  the  correct- 
ness of  our  present  tactics,  strengthen  the  line  of  class  struggle  and 
increase  our  revolutionary  perspectives. 

CONCLUSION 

In  the  realisation  of  all  these  tactical  tasks  for  the  development  of 


combining  our  basic  revolutionary  lint  and  k.tih-rslup  \vj(}  . 
mediate  urgent  task  of  (h<*  mobilisation  of  ihc  widen  , ‘be  i„, 

front  against  the  menace  ot  I'.iscisni  and  W at-  ' Ul,ked 

The  whole  i»l  the  Communist  Parties  affiliated  to  die  cv 

. . ■ ■ i*  , 1 * . *** 


miTU), 


where  he  states: 


r<,nt 


"While  lighting  for  the  formation  ot  the  united  proi 
front,  the  Communists  must  not  for  a moment  lose  sight  of 
revolutionary  perspective,  must  be  able  to  link  up  the  tacties  | 
united  front  with  the  strategic  task — the  struggle  for  th.  ,•  , ,c 


of  the  proletarian  revolution,  for 
proletariat/ 1 

* _ . . . ■■  * i . j 


- - 'iif  vii't 

the  dictatorship  of 


The  Parish  delegation  declares  that  the  rqxirt  of  Comrade  I)' 
trov  and  the  resolution  before  the  Congress  on  the  “ United  f! 


mj. 

oni 


tactics  against  the  offensive  of  fascism  ” is  one  of  the  most  inii*),., 1,1)1 
statements  of  policy  since  the  and  Congress  of  the  Comnil|'!ni 

I I in  f Alrt  ^ 


Internationa)  in  1920.  1 

The  Manifesto  calling  the  anti  Congress  in  1920,  was  addressed 
all  " Honest  Workers  this  resolution  of  the  7th  Congress  will  f/i 
an  immediate  response  from  every  honest  worker  in  the  Intcrnaiion.  | 
Labour  Movement. 

Never  was  the  Communist  International  so  well  equipped  as  noH. 
to  carry  this  resolution  into  practice. 

United  Bolshevik  Communist  Parties,  steeled  in  rcvoluiionarv 
struggle  and  inspired  by  the  dauntless  heroism  of  revolution/ 
vorkers  all  over  the  world.  Strengthened  by  the  mighty  triumphs 


We  must  and  will  conquer.  The  report  of  Comrade  Dimitrov 
and  the  decisions  of  the  7th  Congress  of  the  Communist  Inter- 
national  point  the  way. 

The  decisions  of  the  7th  Congress  of  the  Communist  Internationa) 
place  the  key  to  victory  in  our  hands. 

We  pledge  ourselves  on  behalf  of  the  Communist  Party  of  Great 
Britain,  before  this  historical  7th  Congress  of  the  Communist  Inter- 
national, that  we  will  mobilise  every  member  and  unit  of  the  Com- 
munist Party  of  Great  Britain  for  the  fulfilment  of  our  tasks  and 
responsibilities  to  the  international  proletariat  and  the  Communist 
International  as  a whole. 
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